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LETTER I. 


(Written in the nineteenth year of her age, to her Codmo- 


ther, a lady of conſiderable rank and fortune, who, being 


offended at her TuxxING METHODIST, required an 
account of her conduct for ſo doing.) 


Maccrzsritlip, November 12, 1775. 
Dear and honoured Madam, 


BEG leave to return you my moſt ſincere and 
humble thanks for your kind letter and advice: and, as you 
are ſo kind to expreſs a concern on my account; I hope you 
will pardon the liberty, and allow me to ſay what is my opi- 
nion and belief, and on what alone I can build any hopes of 
heaven and happineſs, 

Man, as he came out of the hands of his Creator, was 
perfectly holy and happy.—In him ſhone all thoſe amiable 
and lovely attributes of the Deity; GOODN ESS, Txorn, 
JusT1ce, Mercy, and Love. But, by diſobeying the 


divine command, he entailed upon himſelf and his whole 


poſterity (for he acted as the parent or head of all mankind) 
the ſure wages of ſin, which is death—death temporal, ſpiri- 
tual, and eternal. The body of man became that day mor- 
tal; his ſoul ſpiritually dead, and he was every moment lia- 
ble to death eternal, The guilt of Adam, and the depravity 
of ſoul which he contracted by the fall, imumediately devolved 
upon his unhappy offspring. And, we are told, when he 
begat a ſon, it was in his own likeness, after uis image * 
ſo that now man is born in fin, and under the wrath of God; 
and, if he dic in that ſtate, * ſtand expoſed to the ſentence 
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of eternal death. And what can loſt man do in this cafe ? 
Atonement for himſelf, or offering meet, he hath none to 
bring; and to pardon ſinners without a ſatisfaction, would 
not be what is commonly called mercy, but it would be giv- 
ing up the eſſential glories of the God-head, What mult be 
done then? Why, God of his free grace, and unlimited 
bounty, has provided a ranſom, an all-ſufficient ranſom, even 
his well beloved Son! He who is the Brightneſs of his Fa- 
ther's glory, and the expreſs Image of his Perſon, became 
man to die, that man might live. ; 

All that was neceſſary to be done to complete our ſalva- 
tion, conſiſted chiefly in theſe three things; FIxs r, a per- 
fet obedience to the divine law ;—StcoxnDLY, an infi- 
nitely meritorious ſatis faction to the law and government of 
God, for the diſhonour brought upon them by the ſin of 
man :—Tx1RDLY, a reſtoration of the moral image of God 
to the ſoul, which image was loſt by the fall of man. The 
firſt of theſe was completed by the life of our Redeemer, 
the ſecond by his death, and the third is effected by the 

Holy Ghoſt. This proviſion, ample proviſion, is ** 1 for 
the ſalvation of man, ſo that God can preſerve untainted 


his adorable perfections ; or, as St. Paul declares, he can 


now be juſt, and yet juſtify and fave penitent, believing man. 
That Chriſt ſuffered in the place of ſinners, is expreſſed 
by St. Peter in theſe words, Who, his own Self, bare our 
zins in his own body on the tree. Allo, Tsatah faith, Surely 
he hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows,—He was 
wounded for our transgress10ns, he was bruized for our ini- 
guities.— All we like Sheep have gone astray, we have turned 
every one to his own way, and the Lord hath laid on him the 
Intquity of us all, St. Paul ſaith, He hath made him to be 
Stn for us, who knew no gin, that we might be made the T1gh- 
teousness of God in him. And again, in the third chapter 
to the Romans, he ſaith, There is none righteous, no, not 
one, there is none that understandeth, there is none that 
Seeketh after God ; they are all gone out of the way, they are 
zogether become unprofitable ; there is none that doeth good, 
uo, not one. Therefore, he adds, By the deeds of the lau 
there shall no flesh be justified in his Sight. But now the 
righteousness which is without the law is manifest, being wit- 
nessed by the law and the prophets ; even the righteousness of 
God, whnch is by faith in Jesus Christ, unto all, and upon 
all them that believe: for there is no difference, for all have 
Sinned and come Short of the glory of Cod. Being justiſed 


FREELY by /its grace, through the redemption that is in Christ 
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Jesus: whom God hath get forth to be a propitiation through 
aith in his blood, to declare his righteousness for the remis- 
gion of sins that are past, through the forbearance of Code 
To declare, I gay, at this time his righteousness, that he 
might be just, and the justifier of him which believeth in Jesus. 
With St. Paul then, I would go on and aſk—IWhere is 
boasting then ? It is excluded, By what law f of worxs P 
Nay : but by the law of faith, Therefore we conclude, that a 
man is justiſied by faith, without the deeds of the law, For, 
to him that worketh is the reward not reckoned-of grace, but 


of debt : but, to him that worketh not, but believeth on him 


tat justifieth the ungodly, his rFA1TH is counted for. righte= 

ousness, Even as David also describeth the blessedness of the 
man unto whom God wmputeth righteousness without worksy 
Saying, blessed are they whose iniguities are forgiven, and 
whose gins are covered, Blessed is the man unto whom the 
Lord will not impute in. Abraham believed God, and it 
was imputed to him for r1ghteousness : now it was not written 
for his sale alone that it was imputed to him ; but for us also, 
to whom it hall be imputed, if we believe on him that raised 
up Fesus our Lord from the dead ; who was delivered for 
our offences, and was raised again for our justiſication. 
Now, from all theſe, and many more texts of holy Scrip- 
ture which might be named, I believe, and am ſure, that 
works are not the meritorious cauſe of our falvation, yet I 
believe they are ABSOLUTELY NECESSARY, and will follow 
as the ſure and inſeparable fruits ofa TRUE TAITH. Ifyou 
will be kind enough to read the eleventh, twelfth, and 
thirteenth articles of the Church of England, they will far- 
ther explain my meaning. 

But there is a third thing alſo neceſſary to our ſalvation; 
which is, that the IuAdE Or Gop be reſtored to the foul. 
Now, this is done in REGENERATION, Our Saviour af- 
ſures us, Except a man be born again, he cannot see the 
kingdom of God. And again, Except ye be converted, and 
become as little children, ye shall not enter into the kingdom 
of heaven, Nor indeed are we fit for it, till renewed by the 

pirit of God, For, were it poſlible to be admitted there, 
we could not enjoy the pure and ſpiritual delight of the 
ſaints above. Their joy conſiſts in an entire freedom from 
all ſin and corruption; and in ſerving, adoring, and praiſing 
the Father of all their mercies, the Son of his love, and the 
Spirit of Holineſs. And they are ſo far from being weary 
of this, that they think eternity too ſhort to utter all his 
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praiſe! How irkſome would be an eternity ſpent in this 
manner, to a perſon who never had his affections ſpirituali- 
zed, and his will brought into a conformity to the will of 
God ?—This is a change which muſt. be wrought in this 
world; for there is no repentance in the grave ;—as death _ 
leaves us, judgment will find us. Then, he that 15 unjust 
Shall be unjust 5till, he that is filthy shall be filthy still, he 
that is righteous Shall be righteous still, and he that is holy 
Shall be holy still! The Hor Gnosr is theauthor of this 
converſion or new birth ; for no man hath quickened his 
own ſoul, It is uz that muſt begin, carry on, and com- 
lete it. | 
; Now, if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none 
of his, And the fruits of this Spirit are love, joy, peace, 
long-suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, tempe- 
rance : against Such there is no law, Aud they that are 
Christ's, have _— the flesh with its aſfections and lusts, 
F any man be in Christ he is a new creature; old things are 
passed away, behold all things are become new. And, Jeſus 
Chriſt is made of God unto us, Wisdom, Righteousness, 
Sanctiſi cation, and Redemption: That, according as it is 
avritten, he that glorieth, let him glory in the Lord. God 


Forbid that I should glory, save in the cross of our Lord 


S pon Christ, by whom the world is crucified unto me, and 
1 unto the world. ; | 

This, dear Madam, is what I believe, and this, I think, 
is agreeable to the word of God; and to the Articles and 
Homilies of the Church of England; and no ſchiſm of the 
Curven or Cur1sT, Forfeiting your love and. friendſhip 
is a great trial; but, believe me, when I think of ſeeking 
falvatien in any other way, it ſeems as a {word piercing my 
very heart! And ſeeing my dear mother ſo very unhappy 
on-my account, gives me more grief than I can exprels : 
and the thought of being detrimental to her in worldly 
things; and that my conduct ſhould make you leſs ker 
friend, ſeems ſtrange, and to me is very afliding: But I 
thir:k theſe things ought not to be urged too far, eſpecially 
when the sou is concerned. 

I am afraid I have tired your patience, fo will haſten to 
ſubſcribe myſelf, honoured Madam, your moſt obliged and 
dutiful God-daughter, | 

(FO H. A. Rox. 


On. ty act toe lic. Hin eu 


2 Dear couſin, 


oy 
LETTER II. 


(To Mr. Robert Roe, when at College, about fix months 


after his converſion, ) 


MaAcCLESFIELD, November 23, 1776. 


As I ſind by your brother, you have been reaſon- 
ing with the enemy of your ſoul; and thereby, in ſome 
meaſure, have diſtreſſed your own mind; and as you re- 

ueſt me to write, I dare not refuſe, for I know God can 
ule the weakeſt inſtruments to comfort his children ; and 


often does, that we may aſcribe all glory to him alone. May 
he who comforteth thoſe who are caſt down, be your ſupport. 


As to your falling from God, I do not fear it; and I am 
ſure it is your happy prog conſtantly to rejoice in his 
love—that love whic 
Oppoſe that adverſary of your ſoul by faith: this ſhield 
(faith an apoſtle) sha quench all the fiery darts of the wicked. 
Be reſolute and determined to conquer. Jeſus in our na- 
ture, hath bruiſed the ſerpent's head; and your union with 
your living head, will give you puny to conquer too. 
Fear not, faith God, for I will help thee. By a ſimple 
loving faith, cleave conſtantly to Jeſus; and though earth 
and hell combine, they ſhall not be able to overcome or 
hurt you. Believe even againſt hope ! and when things 


ſeem impoſſible to you weak and helplels as you are, re- 


member they are poſſible with God. Lay open to him 
your every care ;—** His heart is made of tenderneſs, his 


owels melt with love.” He delighteth not to ſee his chil. 


dren mourning, caſt down and le but kindly ſaith, 
I will not leave you comfortless, I will come unto you and 
again, I will end you the ghirit of truth, that he may abide 
with you for ever, The r of a juſtified ſoul are very 
great; for, if a child, then an heir, an heir of God—of all 


his promiſes. Praiſe God that you feel. the neceſſity of 


heart-holineſs ; and preſs after it, even after all the mind 
which was in Christ Jesus. He is already your wiſdom and 
righteouſneſs, and he will become your ſanctification. O 
look for it, ſeek it, expect it! expect it as you are, expect 
it Row. Behold, faith God, I ſtand at the door and 
knock : open to your beloved, and he will come in, and 
fill your happy ſoul. N 
Be diligent in your ſtudies. It may be a croſs, but take 
it up for Chriſt's ſake, and it will not hurt your ſoul. 
Above all, continue in prayer often read the word of 


ſo clearly ſpake your ſins forgiven. 


God upon your knees, and his Spirit will explain it to your 
heart. With reſpe& to your ſituation, or any temporal 
thing, be not careful ; live the preſent moment, and lay no 
ſchemes for to-morrow—you may then be in eternity ! 
6 Inſtead of buſying our minds“ faith Mr, Wesley, © with 
dwelling on the grievous part of what is paſt or to come, 
we ſhould remember that the goſpel does not permit us to 
dwell on any thing but the preſence and love of God who 
fills our ſouls.” Howſoever you may be tempted, reſolve 


you will not reaſon, except with the Lord, at a throne of 


race. Seek more union and communion with your God: 
Lou may attain much of this, even before you are wholly 
ſanftified. But O! never reſt till all your evil nature be 
deſtroyed, arid every root of bitterneſs plucked up :—till 
you have, given your God, all your loving heart. And 
remember with HIM, now is the accepted time now is the 
day of Salvation. He cannot be more willing or more 
powerful than he is to day, _ | 
- As to myſelf, I ſee no end of my Lord's goodneſs. I 
find every day an increaſe of love, joy, peace, and-union, 
cloſe, intimate union with the GREAT Tyres ONE. All 
my treaſure is above, all my riches is his love.“ I feel Iam 
very unworthy, yet, offering up myſelf and my ſervices 
on that altar which ſanctifieth the gift, my God accepts a 
worthleſs worm, through his beloved Son. He who is 
higher than the higheſt, ſtoops to dwell in my happy ſoul ; 
and I have communion with him as a man with 15 friend 
Sometimes, in the night he ſo fills my ſoul with his glorious 
preſence, that I think it will burſt its priſon, and wing 
away: —and then, O then! where ſhould I be? Surroun- 
ded with Angels, and convoyed by them to my God my 
LIE, my TRPEASURE, and my CROWN I— I can even 
now ſcarce ſupport the bliſsful thought. O what a preſent 


heaven of love I feel ! | 
„O what are all our ſufferings here, 
If Lord thou count us meet, 
With that enraptured hoſt t'appear, 
And worſhip at thy feet.“ 
It can't be long 'ere we lay theſe bodies down 
Our conflicts here ſhall ſoon be paſt, 
And you and I aſcend at laſt 
Triumphant with our bead!“ 
. w—& Rejoice in glorious hope, Jeſus the judge ſhall come 
And take his ſervants up to their eternal home: 
We ſoon ſhall hear the archangel's voice; 


The trump of God ſhall ſound, rejoice !'' © : 4s 


I remain your ſincere friend in Is us, H. A, Rox. 


r 
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LETTER III. 
(Tothe ſame.) 
MaccLzsritip, December 10, 1778. 

My dear Couſin, | 
I Au thankful if my letter was any comfort to 
your mind ; to God be all the glory. I hope you are now 
enabled to rejoice, and are filled with that peace, which 
from believing flows. I hope your heavenly intercourſe is 
open, and that day by day you open ſtill wider the door of 
your heart, that you may moreand more be filled with God. 
Ready are you to receive, readier is your God to give.“ 
I truſt your ſtudies are now made a bleſſing, and that in 
them you enjoy the preſence of Jeſus. Let not little diffi- 
culties diſcourage us who ſerve ſo good a Maſter ;—us, who 
have in view a heaven of glory! Jeſus left that heaven to 
ſuffer, bleed, and die in our behalf: O then, let us take up 
our every crols, and deſpiſing the ſhame, manfully ſuffer 

with him! — Love makes all things ealy— 


« 'Tis this that makes our cheerful feet in ſwift obedience move: 
"Tis this ſhall tune our joytul ſongs in thoſe ſweet realms above.“ 


I long to be all diſſolved in love; for God is love ; and he 
that dwelleth in love, dwellethin God and God in him. 
I I have had many trials and ſome temptations of late; but 
I am firmly perſuaded, that while I cleave ſimply to Jeſus, 
nothing ſhall be able to ſeparate me from his love : No, nor 
to leſſen the divine flame which I feel continually burning 
in my heart. Thoſe precious words, My grace is Suffictent 
for thee, ſhall ſtand firm as the pillars of heaven: And when 
the enemy would tell me—in ſuch and ſuch a trial, thou 
wilt be entangled and overcome: —!l tell him, my Lord 
hath te ſtrength equal to my day, and all his darts 
are inſtantly repelled, Nor do I only conquer: but after 
my enemy is put to flight, I have more love, more peace, 
and nearer union with my God, O the bleſſedneſs of inti- 
mate fellowſhip with him !—of poſſeſſing that teſtimony, 
that we PLEASE HIM! Surely it is a taſte of heaven! And 
yet, it is only a drop out of the ocean; as a grain of ſand 
compared with the ſands on the ſea-ſhore ; only the begin- 
ning of an eternity of glory. O for an archangel's tongue 
to magnify our dear Redeemer's name! We can but liſp his 
praiſes here; but we ſhall join in nobler {trains above, to 
praiſe for evermore the THREE 1x Oxz.—* The heavenly 
principle aſpires, and {wells my ſoul with ſtrong deſires to 


graſp the ſtarry crown,” 
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The Lord is carrying on a glorious work here, Our 
lovefeaſt laſt week was a bleſſed ſeaſon of the out- pouring of 
his Spirit: Every one had reaſon to ſay, This ts none other 
than the house of God, this is the gate of heaven. Several 
who came there burdened vnd heavy-laden, went away re- 
joicing three found a clear ſenſe of pardon, and two 
others were ſet at perfect liberty from the remains of ſin. 
The preachers all wept abundantly tears of joy, ſo were 


they filled with God: and indeed, I believe there were few 
dry eyes. Mr. Percival ſays, there is juſt ſuch another 


pouring out of the Spirit in Bolton: above thirty joined 

the ſociety there in ten days. I know this will rejoice yout 

heart. O let us pray much for a guilty world! I believe 

this will be a glorious year of the power of God. I do not 

ceaſe to pray for you, and remain your aſſectionate Couſin 

and friend, H. A. Roe, 
LETTER IV. 


(To Mrs, Salmon of Nantwich.) 
MaAccLESFIELD, November 15, 1777» 
My dear Siſter, _ 
I RECEIVED your kind letter, which filled my 
foul with praiſe on your account, 1 rejoice to hear your 
name is enrolled with the deſpiſed followers of a crucified 
Saviour, I believe I ſhall have reaſon to bleſs God to all 
eternity that I ever joined the Methodiſts, O may my 
worthleſs name never be a diſhonour to his dear cauſe and 
ple. May you and I, dear ſiſter, never be ſeparated 


from them, but by death; and all of us be united to the 


living vine, and bring forth plenteouſly the fruits of righte- 


_ ouſneſs, to his glory and praiſe, who hath called us out of 


darkness into has marvelous light, 

With divine aſſiſtance, I ſhall not ceaſe to cry unto God 
for Mr. Salmon, and the little lock committed to his care. 
May they be tuch as ſhall be eternally ſaved, and their num- 
ber be encreaſed daily; May HoLIN ESS UN TO THB LoRD 
be the motto of every heart, and his praiſe dwell on every 
tongue. It becometh well the juſt to be thankful : for who 
is a God like unto our God ? O how great are his mercies ! 
how innumerable his benefits! We may exclaim with Da- 
vid, they are more in number than the hairs of our head 
or, with a later poet, * His nature and his name is love.“ 


Q let our fouls praiſe the Lord, and all that is within us 
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magniſy his glorious name]! Once we were darkneſs, but 
no we are light; once we were the ſlaves of fin and Satan; 
but now we are let free, in the glorious liberty of the chil- 
dren of God, and our lot is among the ſaints. Once we were 
in our fins and under condemnation : now we are the chil- 
dren of God, and heirs of everlaſting life : once we were 
enemies tothe eternal God, by wicked works and tempers ; 
now we are reconciled through the blood of his Son, and he 
is become our Father and our Friend. Such grace, ſuch 
love as this, demands our praiſes. Others may boaſt of 
riches and eſtates, their high birth and parentage ; but we 
will joy inthe Lord, and glory in the rock of our falvation ! 
We are plucked as brands from the burning, and we will 

ratle our great Deliverer ;— Jeſus is our Redeemer and our 
133 our beloved and our Friend; and we will give him 
our hearts, our lives, our all. 

The poor unthinking multitude, gee no form Tor comeli- 
ness in bom neither any beauty that they should desire him, 
but we know and prove, that he ig the chief among ten thou- 
sand, and altogether lovely. He is the friend that ſticketh 
cloler than a brother; that ſympathiles in our infirmities, 
and beareth our ſorrows. He careth for our neceſſities, and 
fupplieth our wants, He ſtrengtheneth our feeble hands, 
and feedeth our hungry fainting ſouls with the manna. of 
his love: In him is all we want, and he is ALL OUR OWN; | 
yea, and he will be our fatisfying portion for ever. Happy 
are the people that are in Such a case; yea, blessed arc the 
people that have the Lord for their God. 

My health has been very indifferent for ſome time : but, 


- bleſſed be God, pain is fycet, and life or death is gain: I 


deſire nothing, but to do and ſuffer the will of my heavenly 
Father, and to increaſe in all the heights of holinels, in all 
the depth of humble love. I do lie at the feet of Jeſus, and 
find his love for ever new. Lord, what am I, that thou 
ſhouldſt thus regard me? 


„He calls a worm his friend !—He calls himſelf my God! 
And he ſhall fave me tothe end through Jeſu's blood.“ a 
I hope my dear ſiſter proves, as ſweetly as I do, the great 
rivilege it is to approach a God of love in ſecret Jae 
heſe are precious ſeaſons to me: Here we may diſburden 
all our cares and fears to him, who can and will fave to the 
uttermoſt: By this we may renew our covenant with the 
GREAT THREE ONE, day by day, and receive from him 
freſh ſtrength; and in this means may delightfully converie 


with our beloved—lay open to kim our hearts, and praite 


12 
him that knows every ſecret there, And how does he melt 
the ſoul with his overwhelming grace, that thus ſeeketh 
him! They are ſuch raviſhing moments with me, that often 
I know not whether I am in earth or heaven :—Surely it is 
a taſte of heavenly bliſs! I do not forget my dear ſiſter and 
friend, when I thus approach the gracious throne. O pray 


for me! dear Mrs, Salmon, yours in divine bonds, 
H. A. Roe. 


S  — —— 
LETTER V. 


{Written at a time when ſhe was ſuppoſed to be near death 
and addreſſed to a lady of her acquaintance.) 
MaccitsritlD, January 9, 1778 
1 FAREWEL my Friend! To the care of that 
God of truth and love, who hath been ſo gracious unto me, 
I commend you. May you prove all the riches of his grace 
in life, and lay down this earthly tabernacle with the ſame 
joy and aſſurance of hope I now do. I have fought the good 
fight, I have fintshed my course, I have kept the faith ; and 
henceforth there is laid up for me a crown, a never-fading 
crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Fudge, 
Shall give me at that day. I joyfully declare, it is by GRACE 
ALONE I am ſaved :—Jefus is all in all, and I am nothing. 
I believe you will bear with a fris.id if ſhe leave the fol- 
lowing dying cautions : and O may the Spirit of holineſs 
write them on your heart! Deny yourſelf wholly, take 
up your croſs daily, and follow Chriſt fully.—WarTcn, 
FAST, PRAY,—Avoid all occaſions of temptation resolutely: 
but, if at any time you are overcome, delay not to fall at 
the feet of Chriſt that moment for pardon and ſtrength, — 
The eyes of EARTH and HEAVEN are upon you !-—Many 
wait for your halting ; more, I truſt, wiſh you ſucceſs in 
the name of the Lord: I am ſure I do, and therefore write 
without reſerve. Take care of your own underſtanding : 
Do not ſuffer yourſelf to think of it, but with deep abaſe- 
ment, that you have made no better uſe of it. Do not adorn 
your body now, if you wiſh to be found adorned with Chriſt 
in the day of eternity. I fit under the ſhadow of my belo- 
ved; while I write, I feel him ſuſtaining my ſoul. O Je- 
ſus, 2 is thy goodneſs, great is thy mercy ! I feel my 
inſufficiency to {peak of the goodneſs of my God; it is more 
than J am able to expreſs : I enjoy in him all I want; but 


am daily more ſenſible, how little I am, O how his grace 
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is magnified in a poor worm !—You alſo have taſted of his 
love; may you follow him fully and ſtedfaſtly. While you 
do this, though ſtorms ſhould riſe and winds blow, _ 
will only ſettle and fix you more fully on the rock whic 
cannot be moved. Believe {imply and conſtantly, fo ſhall 
you love ſtedfaſtly and entirely: then ſhall the Lord guide 
you continually, and fatisfy your ſoul in drought ; and your 
{oul ſhall be as a watered garden, and as ſprings of water 
which fail not. | 

Farewel—I was going to ſay, for ever; but, an no! I 
ſhall ſee you again ! May it be where we ſhall rejoice toge- 
ther, in that joy which cannot, be taken away from us: 
Then ſhall we part no more, but live for ever in the pre- 
ſence of our Ixus. 


„ There, only there we ſhall fulfil his great deſign, 
And in his praiſe with all our elder brethren join; 
And hymn in ſongs which never end, 
Our heavenly everlaſting Friend! 


H. A. Roz. 
. . . . . —— 
LETTER VI. 


(To Mr. Robert Roe.) 
MaccLesrltlD, February 12, 1778. 
Dear Couſin, 


Since I wrote to you before, I have been, to- 


appearance, on the borders of eternity. My body was itideed 
brought very low; but my ſoul full of heavenly>vigour, 
and longing for immortality! O what heavenly tranſport 
filled my raviſhed breaſt, when I thought I had done, for 


_ ever done with all below! and, as I then thought, in a few 


days, or weeks at moſt, I ſhould leave my cumbrous clay, 
to baſk in the beams of uncreated beauty—ſhould ſtand be- 
fore the {ſlaughtered Lamb, and ſee the wonders received 
for me !—+ Should fall at his feet—the ſtory repeat, and 
the Lover of finners adore.” When 1 ſhould be loſt in 
Father, Son, and Spirit—o'erwhelmed and implunged in 
the fathomleſs abyſs to all eternity. What I felt cannot be 
deſcribed : It was a real taſte of joys immortal—it was 2 
drop of heaven let down. But behold! I am yet ſpared : 
Infinite Wiſdom protracts my ſtay a little longer, and I bow 
my ſoul in reſignation at his feet. I am not my own, but 
his; and O may my language ever be, not as I will, but as 


#hou wilt! I find I nced * drop the body to enjoy the 
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eee of my God: He dwells in my heart: In him I 
ive: Ile ſurrounds, ſupports, ſuſtains me: Wrapped in 
his being, I reſound his praiſe ! O the heart felt communion 
my ſoul enjoys with him the intimate converſe, the ſweet 
fellowſhip! My ſpirit is filled, and yet enlarged. It often 
ſeems as if mortality could bear no more; and yet my deſires 
are inſatiable: I long to plunge deeper into God. 

I rejoice to find by your laſt letter, that you are cleaving 
to your Lord, and happy in his precious love, O that every 


day and hour you breathe, you may ſink deeper into him !. 


All, all you want is there. Let not your trials be any diſ- 
couragement :;—nay, rejoice and be exceeding glad, for great 
ig your reward in heaven, Remember, every croſs is a 4 
of your crown, and all your ſufferings will add to your eter- 
nal weight of glory. I hope you are all in earneſt for the 

recious pearl of perfect love: O look up to a preſent and a 
faithful God! Aſk, and you ſhall receive :—all things in 
him are now ready : Be not faithleſs, but believing. Hath 
he faid, I will circumcise thy heart, and will he not do it? 
Sooner ſhall heaven and carth paſs away than his promiſe 
fail, if you only embrace it by believing. O claim your pri- 
vilege—the inheritance of the land of promile, the reſt of 


holineſs purchaſed for you by blood! Oo up and pony it 


fear not. Come now, juſt as you are empty, to be filled 
——filthv. to be cleanſed.—“ Sink into the purple flood 
Riſe to all the life of God.” Be aſſured I ever remember 
you at à throne of grace, and remain your friend and ſiſter 


in Jeſus, H. A. Rot, 
—.  — ———— — 
LETTER VII. 
(To the fame.) 


Maccrxsrizrop, March 10, 1778. 
Dear Couſin, 

ISIIESS God that you learn wiſdom by the things 
that you have ſuffered ; and that you feel every temptation 
from Satan, as well as your outward trials, do work together 
for your good. So it ſhall ever be to all who love God, as 
I am fully perſuaded you do. | 

I have of late been exerciſed with various and cloſe trials, 
but not one too many; for all are permitted by x Gop! 
He is my portion, and reigneth in my Reert alone. I have 
a happinels, therefore, independent on any creature, or any 


thing below the ſun: Cod is all, and he is mine! All 
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my treaſure is above, all my riches is his love.. O precious 
portion, invaluable treaſure!—* Joys that never, never 
paſt through eternity ſhall laſt,” 

I think believers, in general, do not meditate enough on 
their privileges, and the great things God hath done for 
them, and promiſed to them; from what they are redeemed, 
and the fulneſs they are called to poſſeſs. Let you and I 
now dwell a little on the bleſſed theme : Let us look to the 
rock from whence we were hewn, that we may rejoice the 
more in what we now are. Were we not once going on in 
the way to eternal ruin? dead in treſpaſſes and fins: yea, 
ſlaves to Satan, and led by that grand adverſary whether- 
ſoever he would; yet, ſleeping ſecure on the very verge of 
deſtruftion ? O my friend, if God had then cut the thread 
of life, and ſent us to reap what our ſins deſerved, we had 
now been lifting up our eyes in torments! But, ſtupendous 
love !— 

When juſtice bar'd the ſword to cut the fig-tree down, 
The mercy of our Lord—cried, let it {till alone.“ 
Yes, he ſpared our rebel ſouls he ſhed his blood to ranſom 
us from death ;—pleaded our helpleſs cauſe before the 
throne, and mercy to our reſcue flew, We were awakened 
by his Spirit to a ſenſe of our danger; and no ſooner did we 
truly ſeek, but HE was found. Yes, we found redemption 
in his blood, the forgivanels of our fins ; and, from bein 
the bond ſlaves of hell, are become the children of God; — 
now all the Father hath to give is ours ours by covenant 
through Jeſus. He hath the Holy Ghoſt to give, as an 
abiding, indwelling Comforter : This bleſſing then is ours. 
All the promiſes are our own :—They are all yea and amen 
in Christ Jesus. JE$vs hath given himſelf to us, and the 
Father is our God. Was it not the word of our redeemin 
Lord, I and my Father will come and make our abode wit 
him, And again, I will send you another Comforter, even 
the Holy Ghost, who shall abide with you for ever He dwel- 
tketh wit vou, and hall be ix you, Here then are pro- 
miles of the whole divine Trinity, dwelling in our hearts: 
And are not theſe promiſes ſealed with the blood of the co- 
venant? But, will God, the eternal Trinity, dwell in an 
impure heart ?—Oh no! but, by entering he will cleanſe it. 
Every root of bitterneſs, every remain of fin, and all the 
ſtrong armour of unbelief, will flee before him. Can they 
ſtand his preſence? No, no! Goo 1s Lovs, and where 
he dwelleth, nothing but purealove can dwell, —+ Thy 
2 
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reſence, Lord, I cannot doubt, extirpates inbred ſin.” 
© Glory to be God, what a precious ſalvation is here! And 
this is the privilege, the happy privilege of all who have 
embraced the Saviour. All he hath promiſed, all he hath 
to give, is the believer's portion. Faith believes the record 
true, without ſtaggering at the ptomiſe. The promile, my 
dear friend, is for you. Receive it then, and let the hum- 
ble language of your ſoul be—Be it unto me according to 
thy word. O rely on the word of a God that cannot lie, 
and receive him as your SANCTIFICATION ; and as your 
indwelling, abiding Comforter, your K1xc/and your Gop. 
If you feel the flame that is now kindled in my breaſt, you 
will; this will be the happy moment.—Speak, thou eternal 
God, and let thy ſervant now be clean. | 
I have been led unawares thus to ſpeak, but I believe it 
is by the Spirit of God; for, while I write, I am indeed 
filled with divine andraviſhing conſolations My ſoul feels 
all I have ſpoken, Glory be. to God, for I am moſt un- 
worthy. F have much greater depths of humble love to 
rove, and my ſoul thirſts after them. O pray for me 
raiſe for me the God I truly love, and believe me ever 
your affectionate ſiſter and friend, H. A. Rox. 


" 


= RP RE RR AL __—VI 
LETTER VIII. 


(To the fame.) 9 

| MaccLesFielD, May 15, 1778. 
Dear Couſin, e 

I am not much ſurprized that you are aſſaulted 
with the temptations you mention in your laſt : and though 
1 feel for you, I have no fears on your account. I know 
the Lord will make your darkneſs light, your crooked paths 
ſtrait, and your ſoul ſhall ſee the ſalvation of God. 

It is no marvel that the enemy of ſouls employs his every 
artifice to deſtroy your peace. And will he not the rather 
do this juſt at a critical ſeaſon when your outward trials are 
great? He ſees you purſuing the things, and eſpouſing the 
glorious cauſe which ſhall overturn his kingdom: Marvel 
not then at his rage againſt you, It proves to me, that you 
will be an inſtrument in the hands of God, of much good to 

recious ſouls ; and that this dire enemy foreſees it likely to 
be ſo ; and therefore would retard, though he cannot hinder 
or ſtop your progreſs. You ſay you © cannot believe till 
thee 22 are cleared up,” Here is another device of 


17 
Satan. Vour doubts cannot be removed till you po believe: 
Faith only is able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked 
one :—only Believe, and you ſhall be ſaved from all your 
doubts; meridian evidence ſhall put them all to flight. 
Caſt your ſoul, your fears, your unbelief, your inbred ſin, 

our all at the {cet of Chriſt; and into the fountain of his 

lood, the depths of his love, Be determined—Lord thou 
ſhalt be my Teacher, Wiſdom, Guide, Counſellor=my 
Atonement, my King, my Portion, Helpleſs into thy 
hands I fall—be thou my God, my all in all, —Yes, my 
dear friend, leave. Chriſt to anſwer every temptation that 
belets you: He hath ſaid, My grace is Sufficient for thee, — 
This is enough; be not faithlels, but believing. 

Vou aſł if I amnot in a deluſion reſpecting my experience 
of perfect love? Bleſſed be God, I have not the ſhadow of 
a doubt: Even Satan himſelf finds theſe ſuggeſtions vain, 
and has left them off, He would rather lead me to doubt, 
or care for tp-morrow ;—ſaying, ſuch and ſuch · a thing is at 
hand, and will overcome thee:— Thou wilt fall in ſome of 
thy trials; or, when death comes, thou wilt be under a 
cloud. But, through grace divine, I am enabled to diſcern 
fromwhence theſe ſuggeſtions come, and they never diſtreſs 
me for a moment; for, by conſtant looking to Jeſus, I re- 
ceive freſh ſtrength in every time of need. I know I am 
now right, and 1 truſt him for all that is to come: and, 
through all weakneſs, ignorance, helpleſſneſs, and unwor- 
thineſs; yet, I have the teſtimony — my own conſcience, 
and'the witneſs of God's Spirit, that I am wholly and unre- 
ſervedly his—his in body, ſpirit, ſoul : nor does any thing 
but love remain in my heart. But, were J in a deluſion 
oh happy delufion ! It brings falvation—it brings heaven 
below! Nay, with what I this moment feel, I could be 
happy in the greateſt of outward conflicts and diſtreſſes, for 
Chriſt is in my heart !—I dwell in God, and God in me 
J dwell in love, and love dwelleth in me God is love, and 
nz is all I want. And is it poſſible we ſhould be ignorant 
whether we feel tempers contrary to love, or no ?—whether 
we rejoice always, or are burdened and bowed down with 
lorrow ?—whether we have a praying, or a dead lifeleſs ſpi- 
rit ?P—whether we can praiſe God and be reſigned in all trials, 
or feel murmurings, fretfulnels, and impatience under them ? 
Is it not eaty to know, if we feel anger at provocation 
or whether we feel our tempers mild, gentle, peaceable and 
eaſy to be intreated, or feel ſtubbornneſs, {elfwill, and pride ? 

| B 3 
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Whether we have ſlaviſh fears, or are poſſeſſed of that per- 
fett love which caſteth out all fear that hath torment ? | 
You aſk how I obtained this great ſalvation ? I anſwer, 
Juſt as I obtained the pardon of my fin—sy $1MPLE FAITH. 
No ſooner did the pride and remaining unbelief of my heart 
ſubmit to be taught, and to receive his precious, full ſalva- 
tion, as a-free gift of his grace, by faith alone, without an 
fitneſs, or worthineſs ; but I was inſtantly filled with ſuc 
humbling depths of love to God, and union with him, with 
ſuch diſcoveries of my own nothingnels, as wholly ſwallowed 
up my ſoul in gratitude and praiſe. I knew the faithfulneſs 
of my God, and ventured on the promile, in ſpite of rea- 
ſoning and unbelief, and all the lying ſuggeſtions of the ene- 
my, and believed against hope, or whatever oppoſed; when 
I felt my ſoul fink into nothing, and Jeſus became my all. 
I cried, this is what I wanted; I am emptied of ſelf, and 
filled with God: I am now where I ought to be, a worm 
'at Jeſu's feet, ſaved by grace. But a thouſand ſuggeſtions 
were ſoon darted ; ſuch as, thou wilt ſoon loole it; thou 
canſt not ſtand ; when thou art tried thou wilt fall. I faid, 
Lord, thou alone canſt be my keeper—lſee thou to that—1 
have given myſelf into thy hands, and I will hang upon 
thee. Thou haſt promiſed, My grace is Sufficient * tee. 
O the preciouſneſs of theſe words ! I ſhall praiſe God in 
eternity that they are written in his book. This, and ſuch 
ether promiſes have been proof for me againſt every oppoſi- 
tion and trial I have met with, (which you know are not 
few); and by thus truſting the promiſe and the promiſer, I 
have conquered : and, glory be to God, through Nis ſtrength 
I ſhall {till prevail. It is by hanging on Jeſus, as an infant 
on its mother's breaſt, I retain my peace, and love, and joy : 
—By watching, prayer, and praiſe :—By preſſing after 
deeper degrees of humble love, communion with God, and 
active holineſs. Never were the ways of God ſo ſweet as 
now to my ſoul : I love the narroweſt path his Spirit and 
His word points out; and all my delight is to do and ſuffer 
his will, O may the ſame God of love fully reveal his great. 
falvation in your heart, and be himſelf your rich portion for 
ever! prays your afteCtionate couſin and friend, _ 
H. A. Rox. 
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LETTER IX. 


(Tothe ſame.) 
CuksrEx, December 18, 1778. 


- pw 
* . 


Dear Friend, L 
2 I am glad to hear by your ſiſter, that you are re- 
ſtored to a meaſure of health; and that the Lord, the faithful 
God is ſtill your ſupport: May he be ſo to the end of your 
pilgrimage. Lean every moment on your beloved, and at- 
tend continually to the leſſons of his love. I truſt you have 
learned many ſweet and important truths in your late afflic- 
tion, and are coming out of it as gold purified in the fire. 
You have no caule to fear all the legions of your ſpiritual 
enemies: tempt they may, and powerfully aſſault, but 
cannot harm. I-am led to believe, all the depreſſions of 
mind you ſometimes feel, are, in a great meaſure, owing to 
two things :—Firſt, not being deeply and clearly ſenſible 
what is temptation, and what is fin :=And ſecondly, ac- 
counting the in{eparable infirmities of the corruptible body 
to be {in :—Such as, errors in judgment, failures of memory, 
bodily weakneſs, or pots ; and at times, through various 
cauſes, a depreſſion of animal ſpirits, This laſt miſtake may 
ariſe from another, viz. looking upon elevating, tranſporting 
joy, as inſeparable from true grace. Now, I think you 
muſt allow, that, as free agents, nothing but what our will 
chuſes in oppoſition to the will of God, or, as Mr. Wesley 
expreſſes it, nothing but a wilful tranſgreſſion of a known 
law, is fin.” Granting this then, and though ten thouſand 
ſinful objects, or deſires, in all the pleaſing forms that Satan 
can invent, may be darted into our minds, or diſplayed before 
the eyes of our imagination, if our will and affections do not 
embrace or chule them, but we reſiſt and hate them; in 
this caſe we do not ſin, but conquer. 

Secondly ; when, through various indiſpoſitions of the 
frail, tottering body, we feel a very ſmall degree of joy; 
nay, perhaps only a degree of hope and confidence, and, at 
the ſame time, the enemy, endeavouring to lay the ax of 
his temptations at the root of this : this, I ſay, is a time to 
take the advice of God, by his prophet :—Who ts among 

you that feareth the Lord, that obeyeth the voice of his s67= 
vant, that walketh in darkness and hath no light * Let him 
trust in the name of the Lord, and stay upon his God, This 
text proves that joy is not inſeparable from grace, It is not 
according to our joy, (for this is the fruit or effect of faith 
but, according to our faith he bleſſes and faves, accepts an 
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loves us. Our love to God, his cauſe, his people, his pre- 
cepts, all ſpringing from the root of faith, are ny acts 
of the foul, which our dear Lord and Matter approves and 
accepts through the beloved; and are inſeparable evidences of 
our ſonſhip. But joys, comforts, and communications of 
the Holy Ghoſt, are ſo many free gifts beſtowed on us; 
becauſe the Lord delights in blefſing, comforting, and dwel- 
ling in us, and are ſo many pledges of his unmerited love. 
Now, if the Lord permit bodily affliction, ſo that the ani- 
mal ſpirits cannot receive the communications ; (I mean, 
cannot receive them without an extraordinary exertion of 
his power and love, which, indeed, we often {ee manifeſted 
in the dying hours of thoſe who love God, and I myſelf have 
often felt in ſickneſs and cloſe trials,) ought we not, in ſuch 
caſes, to cait ourſelves by faith on him, lean on his boſom, 
and, without giving way to reaſoning, believe he will make 
every: affliction work for good ? Surely we ought to truſt 
him at all times—it is our privilege. Don't miſtake me, E 
am not condemning! a religion that may be felt; I would 
only prove to you, that faith is the root of joy, and not joy 
the root of faith: and that you ought not to caſt away your 


- $laeld of fauth, becauſe you have not, for the preſent mo- 


ment, muchi joy, When we are beſet with various trials, 
various temptations, and various ſuggeſtions ; ſuch as, thou 
wilt ſurely fall, ſuch a temptation will prove too hard for 
thee, &c. My grace is Sufficient for thee, faith the Lord 
un Who knows all your trials. Now, when by faith we 
embrace and rely on this promiſe, knowing he who is faithful 
will perform his word; we are ſtrengthened by a ſweet 
and well-grounded confidence and hope, that ſhall 
never make us aſhamed. And, while we continue to live 
by this faith, we more than conquer, whether our joy be 
little or great. This is our ſhield, and God is pleated by: 
afflictions to try and prove this faith, that it may burn the 
brighter, and be more conſpicuous to all. Not that he is 
diſpleaſed with us for any thing, nor as a puniſhment; but, 
whom the Lord loveth ne chaſteneth. I believe this is oſten 
your caſe; and he calls upon you by his word, not to cast 
away your confidence, witch hath great recompence of reward. 
And yet a little while, and he that shall come will come, and 
will not tarry. | 
With reſpect to ſanctification, I mean the inſtantaneous” 
work, you — the word of a God—7 will sprinkle” clean 


water upon you, and ye Shall be clean, from all your filthi= 
ness, and from ALL your idols will I cleanse you. Here is a 
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. full, free promiſe. Do you ſeek this ſalvation by faith, or 
| by works ? If by faith, then you have no need to tarry for 
worthineſs or fitneſs, but come no, juſt as you are. You 
muſt embrace the promiſe, believe it, hang upon it, rejoice 
in it as your own, truſting God to perform it. Soon as you 
caſt your foul on him by faith, be will ſeal the bleſſing on 
your heart. May he reveal theſe things to you by his Spirit, 
and fill you with all his fulneſs, prays your affeftionate friend 


and coulin, H. A. Roe. 
DE —— —— — 
LEITER X. 
(To the fame.) 


NaxTwicn, April 20, 1779. 
Dear Couſin, 4 72 
You are quite miſtaken—you do not try my pa- 
tience at all; but you are made a means of humbling my 
ſoul before God, when you think me capable of anſwering 
in a proper manner the queſtions you aſk : And yet, as far 
as the Lord has taught me, I am willing to communicate. 
believe your eye is fingle :—You are a child of God, and an 
heir of glory—a well beloved of the eternal Trinity. — For 
Jou the Father gave his only Son :— Jeſus the Saviour bled 
for you; and the bleſſed Spirit hath applied the blood of 
ſprinkling to the pardon off your fins, and the comfort of 
your ſoul in all your various trials; I account it no ſtrange 
thing that you ſhould be affaulted like your heavenly Maſ- 
ter, with that ſuggeſtion, I thou be the Son of God :—Surely 
you will not give way to reaſoning, becauſe Satan accoſts 
you as he did the incarnate God: No: rather take comfort, 
for he that had no gin, was tempted in this very point, like 
as you are. A hypocrite may boaſt, he is never tempted, has 
no doubts or fear; but, a child of God (fomerare caſes excep- 
ted) is ſeldom long together unaſſaulted by our vigilant adver- 
ſary, who takes every poſſible method and opportunity to at- 
tack our confidence in the Lord ; and to wo upon all that 
remains of the carnal mind, or of unbelief : but he can only 
tempt ; he cannot force us to give way either to ſin or unbelief, 
Neither think it ſtrange that you are not inwardly as holy | | 
as you ought to be: Every child of God feels the fame, till 1 
fully renewed in love, by the power of the Holy Ghoſt :— 
Till then he has faith, but it is often mixed with unbelief— 
he has love; but, though he loves God above all things, yet 
the love of ſelf, and of creature comforts, often ſteal in 
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he has a bleſſed meaſure of true humility ; and yet, he is 
conſtrained to acknowledge frequently with tears, as one 


Cooper ſaid, . Curſed pride, that buly fin, ſpoils all that I 


3 :”—His patience and reſignation are not perfect :— 
is will is not fully ſubdued to God at all times, nor are his 
afſections and deſires wholly ſpiritual :—The Spirit of God 
does viſit, but does not DwEL1. ;—does, at times, raviſh 


the ſoul with delight, thereby wooing it to caſt away unbe- 


lief, and open the door to receive all the precious mind of 
Jeſus—all the ſtamp of love divine. Now, when a foul is 
obedient to the voice of God, when it does open the door, 
and graſp the promiſes of holineſs in the hand of faith; he 
will come into that foul, and plant his own nature there : 
Then, when perfected in love, faith becomes conſtant, and 
unmixed with unbelief. Love takes full poſſeſſion of the 
foul, and humility, unmixed with pride, — him at the 
Saviour's feet. His conſtant faith and perfect love, now 
bring forth perfect patience and reſignation. His deep 
rooted humility having laid all ſelf at the Saviour's feet, his 
will is now quite ſubject, and all his language is, All's 


alike to me, fo I in my Lord may live and die.“ But, even 


this ſtate is conſiſtant with many ignorances, weakneſſes, 
and infirmities; — with many temptations, trials, croſſes, 
and bodily afflictions; and, on account of theſe, our joy 
may at times be ſmall : Yet, our faith may be perfect, and 
our peace undiſturbed. I believe our faith is often made 
manifeſt by following God blindfold ; (if I may be allowed 
the expreſſion,) I mean, when our ignorance and blindneſs 
cannot account for his providential diſpenſations; when we 
are beſet with trials, 2 

faith ſays, It is the Lord, let him do what seemetl i him good. 
Being confident of this one thing, what I know not now, I 
Shall know hereafter ; I will truſt in my God, and not be 


afraid, for he is my all. 


I have not time, room, or expreſſion, to tell a thouſandth 
part of the goodneſs of God to my foul. He is ever with me, 
and aſſures my heart, all that I have ig thine, All my de- 
fires are ſatisfied in him: I live in him, and walk in him, 
and he is my God. He is with me in fickneſs and in health 
—at home and abroad—in public and in private. In read- 
ing or writing I feel his e : And O! when I am 
bowed before his throne, he lets down a heaven of commu- 
nicated blils: Language fails when I ſpeak of his love! O 
may my every breath ſpeak his praiſe! I remain your 
unworthy friend, but happy ſiſter, H. A. Rox. 


ſee no way to eſcape. In this caſe, 
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LETTER XI. 


(To the ſame : Upon the nature of faith, and in what ſenſe 
the act of man.) 
MACCLESFIELD, August 12, 1779. 


Dear Couſin, 
I cax {till ſee all your doubts and ſcruples in no 
other light, than as temptations and ſuggeſtions from an 
enemy, who is, and ever will be watching and endeavouring 
to break your peace. And, though I believe you will be 
brought through them all to the haven of blils ; yet, you 
permit him torob you of much comfort, which you might 
enjoy: and he would rather employ you in anſwering his lying 
ſuggeſtions, than that you ſhould be momentarily looking 
up to, and depending on Jeſus for all you want. For my 
own part, if it were not to anſwer your queries, I ſhould 
never enter into the nice diſtinctions you do. I have much 
more to learn myſelf, and am convinced many would folve 
your {cruples much better *than I can: Indeed, to ſpeak 
roperly, no one can do it ;—it is the work of God, Yet, 
i am ready to impart, what himſelf hath freely given. 
But, I beſeech you to read my letters with prayer, and beg 
of God that he will attend every obſervation with the light 
and bleſling of his Spirit, 

You lay, The work of juſtification is greatly obſcured 
by many, and you do not exclude me—that I tell you, 
ſometimes it is by faith, ſometimes by works.“ —So do St, 
Paul and St. ue yet they are ſtrictly confiſtant with 
themſelves and each other. But I ſometimes think you un- 
derſtand by works, a meritorious condition: I never mean 
any ſuch think, When 1 ſpeak of the works God requires 
in a lecker, or believer; I only mean a co-operation with, or 
uſing the grace given to us. I believe, God the Father lo- 
ved all mankind in their ſins, freely and unconditionally, or 
he had never given his only begotten Son. And it was an 
unconditional promile, The sced of the woman Shall bruise 
the serpent's head, God the Son allo, loved us freely and 
unconditionally, when he left his Father's glory, and became 
man ;—lived, died, and roſe again for us. I believe too, 
God the Holy Ghoſt, unconditionally (with reſpect to any 
thing we can do) enlightens tvery man that cometh into the 
world, But then, theſe things being done for us, by and 
through the free grace of the ETEANAL TRINITY 3 ve are 
required to use the light given. 
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If the Spirit of God convinces of fin, which is his work, 
we are required to forlake it : and there is always power to 
do it communicated. This forlaking of fin is an act of man, 
and a condition ; for, put away the evil of your doings, faith 
God, from among you, and cease to do evil: Yet, this is not 
a meritorious work. Again : If the Spirit point the guilty, 
heavy-laden ſinner tothe Lamb of God, ſhews the all- ſuffi- 
ciency of his atonement, and that the promiſes are made to 
ſuch Joſt ſinners as he is, who are weary of the burden of 
fin, that he has a right to come, becauſe all are invited; and 
that now 2s the accepted time with God, and now is the day 
of salvation that no price, no worthineſs is required 
but he may come without money, and be forgiven. freely ; 
when theſe things are revealed by God, which is xi work, 
then it is that we are commanded to ACT FAITH, Weare 
to believe the record true; embrace it, rely upon it, and 
venture our guilty ſouls on the promiſes made through a 
bleeding Saviour, It is after this act of faith, not before it, 
God gives the witneſs of the Spirit. Do you underſtand me 
The witneſs, or ſeal of the Spirit, is God's giſt, not our act: 
given to all who do att faith on Jeſus, and the promiſe made 
through him. Rut it is not given till faith be acted. If we, 
as penitents, had no power thus to act faith; how would God 
be juſt in declaring He that believeth not shal! be damned. 

With reſpect to works after juſtification, can any one 


retain his confidence in God without them ? Has he any 


foundation in the Scripture to do ſo ?—God abſolutely re- 

4 DO, DO, DO, (as you ſay) and BE, 
BE, BE: Not in a meritorious ſenſe, but as fruits of the 
LAW OF LOVE, Written in our hearts, acceptable and well- 


| Pang through Jeſus Chriſt, and with every injunction 


e gives power to perform it. The power given is of grace, 
and the ule of that power is the att of man. Again: When 
the Lord, by his Spirit reveals our inbred fin, and points us 
to the all-cleanſing blood, and to the promiles of circumci- 
ſing our heart, &c. it is his work wrought in us freely, 


But, when this light is given; we are to embrace the pro- 


miles, and act faith upon them. God hath faid, I will do it. 


Let me aſk, do you believe he will do it in you ? Holdfaſt 


that faith then, for the promiſe is ſare, it cannot fail; and 
God's time is xow., Only believe: God at this moment 
mes an act of faith in you: He holds out the promiſe, 
and bids you believe. But you will fay, I do not feel the 
bleſſing : Poor 7homas :—becaule thou haſt not geen, thou 
wilt not believe: — Blessed are they who have not geen, and 


A 
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vet have believed. But you aſk, „What muſt 1 be- 
lieve ?” I anſwer, that God is faithful—that he can and will, 


in a moment, give you what now you do not feel: Nay, - 
you will not feel it till after you have believed. If I had 


given you an apple, it would not be faith to believe 1 had 
given it: but, if I had promiſed to give you one, and to 
give it you inſtantly on your requeſting it; if you then be- 
lieved my promiſe, and took me at my word, though you 
did not yet fee or handle the apple, this would be your att 


of faith in me. But how much more immutable the promile 


of a God V ou cannot believe him in varn > Even ſuppoſe 


(which is ſeldom the caſe) you thus att faith a day or two, . 


or longer, before you receive the witneſs; ſhall you be the 
worle for it ? Nay, but far better for having believed: this 
faith will bring power into your ſoul, and you will ſenſibly 
feel what you never felt before : and foon you will prove 
the Spirit's inward teſtimony, that it is done unto you accor- 
ding to your faith. But you will fay, © How is the work 


inſtantaneous, if I muſt wait a day or two ?” I anſwer, the 


work is done the moment you believe; though the witneſs 
of the Spirit (which is not your faith, but the gift of God) 
be not fully given till afterwards. He that believeth (the 
promiſe faith) h be saved—from guilt, from inbred fin, 
and into glory. | | 

It appears to me, you labour under another miſtake !— 
You expect in being ſaved from fin, to be allo delivered from 
temptation, ſhort-comings, weakneſſes and infirmities ; but 
thele are inſeparable from humanity, We ſhall never have 
a perfect body till the reſurrettion: of conſequence, ſhall 
be liable to a thouſand infirmities. We ſhall never have 


per fett knowledge in this life: and ſhall therefore ever be 
liable to errors in judgment, &c. The perfect law of Adam 


would condemn theſe things: but we are under the cove- 


nant of grace; or, in other words, under the Law OF LOVE 


ro Cuxisr; whoſe blood every moment pleads for theſe 
things. May the God of peace and love teach and guide 
you into his perfect will, prays your affeAionate couſin, 
| II. A. Roe. 
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LETTER XII. 
| 1 (To the ſame.) pen 
8 MacerzSTIETD, Janua 1780. 
Derr 5 Jann 9 14, 47 


588 I Au willing to anſwer any queſtion, or wtite in. 
any manner that will give your foul ſatis faction — break any 
ſnare of the enemy, or, in any way whatſoever glorify God: 
but, I am often led to think you do not want information 
in your judgment reſpetting-theſe things; and therefore, 
that your aim is to ſee how far I am, or am not, conſiſtent 
with myſelf in my different letters. Were many people to 
peruſe what I write to you, they would. think it very pre- 
ſuming in me to argue N of doctrine, or experience with 
you, who are intended to be a teacher in Iſrael: yet, you 
io dra me in, that I dare not refuſe. I rejoice to hear 
that your ſoul is more happy in God than when you wrote 
before. O live near to hun, and preſs forward, and all is 
yours! I would again repcat, trample upon all that is paſt, 
and come this moment to Heius b Rich alone, for preient, 
inſtantaneous, ect love. dy are you to receive 

readier is your God to give.” - | 
But I muſt haſten to conſider your objeftions.—Y ou aſk, . 
if I, “previous to juſtification, forſake all fin, and hava 
power to keep myſelf from evil, by the grace I receive from 
the convincing Spirit of Cod: hat need of his free juſti- 
tying or ſanctifying grace? On the other hand, if I otfend 
(lay you) in one point, not being faithful- to the grace of _ 
conviction; am 1 never afterwards to be accepted, even by 
the goſpel-charter ?— How agrees this (you go on to aſk) 
with trampling, as you often bid me, on my worthineſs and 
unworthineſs, and coming by faith alone ?” I would here 
put a few queſtions to you, and I beſeech you anſwer them 
to the Lord. Can your forſaking all fin now, (though it be 
pleaſing to God, and What he requires and commands) can- 
cel your old 5ins, or obtain forgiveneſs for what is paſt ?— 
Have you no need then, of the free, juſtifying grace of God, 
to be received by faith alone ? Ou the other hand; if you” 
reſiſt the convincing Spirit of God, and continue in fin, 
contrary to his ſtrivings and drawings; will he continue his 
operations, and, in ſpite of you, work that faith in you, 
which alone juſtifies the ungodly ? Yet, conſiſtent with 
theſe things, you may, through the power of temptation, 
and your evil, 8 nature, have been overcome 


and given way, not being faithful to che grace of light and 
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every fiery dart of the | 
without once being unfaithful to the grace of juſtification, 


5 6 „ 
eonvition: and ye you may ſtill come, hating the fin you 
have committed, = e with your paſt unfaithfulneſs, 


trampling on your preſent worthineſs or unworthineſs, come 


juſt as you are—a poor prodigal, a condemned malefactor to 
Jeſus, and receive freely, by faith alone, the mercy and the 


pardon you no ways d . 


Again, you are now a believer, but feel the remains of a 
carnat nature. It is your happy privilege, through the 


- ſpirit to mortify the deeds of the body, or the motions - 
of the body of fin, that ſtill works in your members: This 
is pleaſing unto God, and what he requires, as fruits of that 


faith, whereby he hath promiſed you ſhall be able to quench 
Hevil. But, ſuppoſing you dothis 


(and alas! very few, if any, can truly plead they have been 0 
will this cleanſe your heart from the root ofinbred fin ? ah no 


And have you no need then of the free, ſanftifying grace of 


God, to be received by faith alone ? If, on the other hand, you 
are willingly, willfully, or habitually unfaithful to grace giv- 
en, are led captive and overcome by your inbred fin or outward 


temptations; if you resist the teachings of the Spirit of God, 


who would point you to the all- cleanſing blood, and do not 


cearneſtly ſeek to go on unto perfection, neither deſire holi- 


neſs, will he come forcibly, and take poſſeſſion of your heart, 
and dwell there, whether you will or no? Yet, conliſtent 


-, with what I have urged, though you may be deeply conſci- 
ous you have not been striftly faithful to juſtifying grace; 
-nay, through ſurprize, or temptation, you. have been van- 


quiſhed, and foiled and overcome by inward corruption; 
yet, coming ſelf-condemned and humbled in the duſt to Je- 
fus ; will he refuſe freely to forgive; yea, and (if you ear- 
neſtly deſire it, and come by faith _ to receive it) to 
cleanſe you from all unrighteouſneſs ; LS 
You aſk, how am I to learn the difference between ſin 


| and temptation? I own there is ſome difficulty here; I 


mean, in diſcerning between the motions of in ſin, while 
it. yet remains, and the temptations of Satan. Nothing but 
the Spirit of God, by hisinward teaching, can make it clear 
to you. But this we know, whether our temptations are 
from our evil hearts when unrenewed, or from the enemy; 
if our will ſtand firm for God, and oppoſe all that would 
riſe, or is offered contrary to his will; he is ſo far from accoun- 
ting us guilty of fin, that he approves and will reward the 
vittory. But, O reſtnot yr 75 inward purity ; and when 
R | p | 2 
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, Your heart is cleanſed. from all. fin, you wil ſee more fully 
the nature of temptation. . ; ; 
Pray let us know if you are likely ſoon to get ordained ; 
and if you are, whether you will accept the curacy now of- 
fered you. I hope you had a profitable time with Mr. Her- 
fey. TI hada precious ſeaſon — 4 he was here; and I think 
I never ſaw him ſo full of the Spirit of his Maſter—ſo full 
of God. May the Lord fill your earthen veſſel with all his 
fulneſs, and keep you to redemption's day, prays your 


alfectionate couſin and friend, „A. ROE. 
LETTER XIII. 
(To the fame.) 


ho | MaccLzsFiglv, November 2, 1780. 

F "I rejoice to find by the contents of your laſt, 
that you are preſſing on to the attainment. of that fulneſs 
which God calls you to enjoy: and I truſt you will ſoon ex- 
perience that bleſſed reſt—from ſelf and fin ſet free, The 
ſuggeſtion, that this bleſſing will be more than you can bear, 
is apparently from an enemy :—Ah no! but it will enable 
you to bear all things. If you expect to be overwhelmed 
with exceeding great joy when you receive this; I think you 
are not expecting it in the way it is generally.given. I look 
upon joy as an effect, or a fruit, and not the bleſſing itſelf. 
With me it was thus: I was humbled and ſelf-emptied, and 
Jeſus became my all in all ! I felt myſelf all weaknels, (yea, 
as I never did before) and Hs was all my ſtrength: —1 all 
ignorance, Ht my Wiſdom :—1 all nothingneſs, xx all ful- 
neſs :;—7 all helpleſsneſs, uz omnipotence. I flew from 
myſelf, and eſcaped to Jeſus: He received me graciouſly, 
freely, without money, without price, without worthineſs 
or faithfulneſs, and became all my falvation, and all my de- 
ſire ; Humbled in loweſt abaſement at his boundleſs conde- 
ſcenſion, and filled with love, I felt that I was one wirn 
Gon. 95 

If the enemy were to ſuggeſt, though you were to fee] 
this, you could not retain it; remember, you receive the 
bleſſing that it may k#eþ you. You have only to hang mo- 
mentarily dependent on Jeſus, and he will be your keeper. 
Faith is the bond of union; and in your union with him lies 

our ſtrength. He will water you every moment : yea, he 
will be in you, as a well of water ſpringing up unto ever- 
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laſting life. Jeſus himſelf is all you want :—He is holinels 
be is heaven—he is yours. O bring your | wg jy heart 
then, juſt as it is; and he will take full poſſeſſion O come. 


by ſimple faith! 


% Faith, mighty faith the promiſe ſees, and looks to that alone: 
Laughs at impoſſibilities, and cries, It ſhall be done“.“ | 

My ſtate of health is better than it has been for ſome years; 
but, glory be to God, not half ſo well as my better part + 
Oh no !—So plentiful, ſo rich is my Redeemer's love, that 
thought cannot fathom it: It ſeems but now beginning an 
eternity of bliſs ! O how ſweet the ſervice of ſuch a Maſter, 
ſuch a God !—how reaſonable, how delightful all his paths! 
what ſolid, preſent peace what ante alt of heavenly joys, 
when we walk in communion with him. If we have any 
ſorrow, any abiding doubts or fears; ſurely it is becauſe we 
know not, as fully, as we may know, the nature of a Gop 
OF LOVE, When we ſuffer him to reveal to us what he is, 
the lovely diſcovery transforms us into his image, and diſpels 
every thought but love. Beholding ni, we are changed 
into the ſame image, from glory to glory, even by the Spirit 
of the Lord. a | 

My thirſty ſoul earneſtly longs to know him more: but 
his love is unfathomable yet every day brings me. freſh: 
Giſcoveries ! and L believe, what we are capable of receiv- 
ing, he will reveal to all who love him. Open then your 
heart: —permit him, and he will give you ſuch raviſhing 
v;ews of his beauty, as you never had before : ſuch views 
as will diſſolve your heart in humble love, and fill your eyes 
with joyful tears, —Y ou will ſee and. own,. * His every act 
pure bleſſing is ;—his path unſullied light.” May what I 
now feel be communicated to your ſpirit, . and God be your 
eternal portion, prays your affectionate ſiſter and friend, 
| H. A. Roe.. 
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LETTER XIV. 


(To Miſs Bourn, of Newcaſtle, Stuſſordlhire . 
MaccLzsrieLD, August 20, 1778: 


My dear Siſter, | 

I was glad to receive yours by Mr. Hall. It al- 

ways gives me pleaſure to hear from you. In the bonds of 
divine love, my foul is united to yours : and, from the con- 
tents of your letter, as well as the power I have in your 
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behalf with my God, I am aſſured, that before long, you 


will be a happy witnels that jeſus can, and will, and does 
deſtroy the laſt remains of fin in his children's hearts in this 
life: yea, in every ſuch heart, who does truly hunger and 


thirſt after 1 You do hunger and thirſt :;—O ' 


that you could look to him this moment as a preſent Saviour! 
Is he not ſo ?—Do you not now feel his loving preſence ?— 
Are you not his—the purchaſe of his blood—the new-made 


creature of his love born of God, and become his child 


Is not Jeſus your beloved and your friend ?—Can he then 
deny his own Spirit's cry in your heart: and that too, when 


all you aſk is, that he will deſtroy his own enemies in your 


ſoul, and enable you to love him with all your heart? But, 
as to that temptation, if you receive it now, you will ſoon 
loſe it: is he not as able and willing and faithful to keep, 
as he is to ſave ? Yes, glory to his dear name, I know he is. 
He is the all-fufficient God, and, faith he, My strength ts 
made perfect in weatness. Truſt him then, poor, weak, and 


helpleſs ſoul. But it is not long enough ſince you were 


juſtified.” Does God tell you fo ?—Has he ſet any limited 


time? None that I know of, except the preſent. He faith, 


Now, today if you will hear my voice. And again; Now 
is the day of salvation.—And again; Come, for all things 
are now ready. He has commanded, Thou shalt love the 
Lord thy God with all thy heart, with all thy mind, with all 
thy soul, and with all thy strength and he hath promiſed, 
IT. will circumtise thy heart, that thou mayest do it. But, 
does he ever ſay, ſuffer ſo much, or ſtay ſo long, and I will 
do it? Nay, but he faith, I any man thirst, let him come 
unto me and drink. Ast, and ye Shall receive, that your joy 
may be full, : 

My dear Miſs Bourn, there are ſome in this town, who 


have not been juſtified ſo long as you; who have received, 


and do profeſs this bleſſing. O then, come once more, 
even as you came when firſt reconciled to God, and caſt 
your ſoul ſimply on Jeſus! Would he bleed for us when 
rebels, and will he refuſe to avenge us of our inbred foe, 
when we are his beloved children? Surelyno; it cannot be, 
I hope ſoon to ſee my dear friend, and that ſhe will be able 
to tell me, ſhe has obtained this precious ſalvation. 

Did you ever read Mr. Vesley's Sermon on the Scripture- 


way of Salvation? You would do well to conſider + 


the concluſion of it attentively, © Hereby”” ſays he, 


you may ſurely know whether you are ſeeking to be ſanc- 


tified by faith, or by works. If by works, you want ſome- 
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thing to be done firſt, before you are ſanctified. You think 
I muſt firſt Be; or do thus or thus. Then you are ſeeking 
it by works unto this day. On the other hand; if you ſeek 
it by FA1TH, you may expect it as you are : and if as you 
are, then expect it now, Do you believe we are ſanctified 
by faith ? Be true then to your principle, and look for this 
bleſſing juſt as you are, neither better nor worſe : as a poor 
ſinner that has ſtill nothing to pay, nothing to plead, but 
Chriſt died. And if you look for it as you are, expett it 
now e itay for nothing: why ſhould you? Chriſt is ready: 
and he is all you want.” Let your inmoſt foul cry out, 
« Come in, come in thou heavenly gueſt, nor hence again remove; 
Settle and fix my wav'ring foul, with all thy weightof love.” 
Glory be to God, he carries on a glorious work among us 
here. Sinners are convinced, many areJuſtified ; and lately, 
ſeveral backſliders are reſtored. One poor foul, that has 
been long wandering from her God, was reftored laſt night, 
while a few of us were at prayer. I am, my dear Friend, 


yours in Jeſus, * H. A. Roe. 
ZAR ZR RR CR AI 
LETTER XV. 
(To the ſame.) 


MaccLesF1ELD,. November 15, 1778. 
My dear Siſter, 9 ä 
vou letter cauſed great thankſgivings to God on 
our account: all glory be to him, who hath encreaſed your 
defires after holineis. Fear not, you will ſurely attain, if 
you follow on. That lovely Lamb that bled on Calvary, 
was ſlain for this—to redeem us from all iniquity, O look to 
him: behold the glory of God ! See the God of angels: O 
look at his precious bleeding fide—his hands, his head, his 
feet! Behold him gaſping, groaning, dying, that you might 
be made clean! Hear him cry, It is finished. How finiſhed, 
if his blood cleanſeth not from all fin? Without holiness, no 
man shall see the Lord. But, glory to his name, whoever 
ſteps into that fountain, which is expreſsly ſaid to be for fin 
aud for uncleannels, ſhall be made perfectly whole. O let 
your laith venture in: waſh and be clean: Sink into the 
pays flood—riſe to all the- life of God.” 
pen, my dear ſiſter, open your willing, longing heart, 
and the King of Glory will come in. And then be aſſured, 
* all evil betore his preſence ſhall fly.” Sin cannot remain 


where Jelus fully dwells ; for he is Holineſs, and when he 
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fills the ſoul, he leaves no room for any other gueſt. When- 
ever you can ſay, Jeſus, thou art my all, and I love my God 
the preſent moment, with all my loving heart: you that 
moment poſſeſs the bleſſing of ſanctification, and never need 


to loſe it more. It is retained, as well as received, by ſimple 


faith. We can have no ſtock of grace in hand, but live 
moment by moment; hanging and depending on the lovely 
Jesus. In him there is a full ſupply of all we want, or 
can want. | 


This, bleſſed be God, I prove, and that continually.— 


Every hour, every moment brings me freſh delight in God. 
He is an inexhauſtible fountain of love: “ Inſatiate to this 
ſpring I fly, I drink, and yet am ever dry.“ I cannot ex preſs 
the ſweet union I feel with my God at this moment. 

% My Jeſus to know, and feel his blood flow, 

Iis life everlaſting—'tis heaven below. 

I am much bleſt when I remember my dear friend at the 

throne of grace: and often do I beleech my dear Lord to 


% Fill her with all the life of love—in myſtic union join 
Her to thyſelf, and let her prove the fellowſhip divine.“ 


Jeſus is uy 3 while I write: May you 
cel: 


catch the flame I and when your cup with love runs 


o'er, O may fin never enter more !. So prays, my dear Siſter, 


yours in divine bonds, H. A. Rox. 
= = FREE RR 


| ; LETTER. XVI. 
(To Miſs R. before ſhe received fanRification.) 


MaccLESFIELD, November. 21, 1778. 

Las Thuriday evening I was pleaſingly ſurprized 

by a letter from my dear Miſs R. who L tometimes teared 
had forgot all her purpoſes and promiſes: and allo,. all the 
bleſſings ſhe ſo often received when we met in our Lord's 
name. I was glad to find my fears groundlets ; but much more 
leaſed and thankful was I to find by the contents of your 
ſt, that your precious foul was ſtilt labouring up the hill 
of holineſs :—Go on and proſper. Many are the trials we 


meet with in the way: yea, our Lord hath foretold us, that 


in the world we ſhall have tribulation, but in him, peace, 
which is the ſeal of cancelled ſin. 

I hope you. keep a ſenſe, yea, a clear ſenſe. of pardon at 
the worſt of times. This is your privilege, and I am thank- 
tul you diſcern. ſuch. beauty in holinels ;. O how ſweet are 
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thoſe words -H ithout holiness, no man shall ce the Lord. 
Lou have cauſe to praiſe God for the knowledge he has given 
you of your nature's depravity. It is very good and profi- 
table to know our ſinful tendencies. O my dear, be very 
watchful againſt little things, and keep thy heart with all 
auligence ; for out of it are the issues of life and death. Let 
God have your firſt thoughts; let him be firſt in your affec- 
tions; ſo ſhall your wordsand works pleaſe him : for, what 
are all our — to him, unleſs they ſpring from love ? 
Daily entreat him to take away all oppoſition that remains 
in your will, to his providential order; ſo ſhall you find 
reſt in thoſe circumſtances, which otherwiſe would give you 
much uneaſineſs. The meditations of your heart leading to 
him; the affeftions of your ſoul cleaving to Jeſus ; your 
will ſinking into kts will ;—here is the reſt. of the Saints! 
while all that is within you calls your Jeſus KI x . What- 
soever ye ast in my name, faith your adorable Redeemer, you 
Shall receive, Aſk then, my dear friend, for a greater power 
of faith; for, as you believe, ſo will you increaſe in every 
grace of his Spirit ; and your ſoul will moreand more centre 
in God, till you become one ſpirit with him, who is the 
life of all living; yea, the very eſſence of heaven itſelf ! 

« To his meritorious paſſion, all our happineſs we owe; 

Pardon, uttermoſt ſalvation, heaven above, and heaven below : 
Grace and glory from that open fountain flow." 

To the boſom of our dear almighty Jeſus I commend you: 
O may his face aways ſhine upon you, and his dear lovin 
Spirit fill your ſoul! Pray much, and you ſhall attain all 
the ſalvation you defire, Iam yours in bonds of r love, 

H. A. Rox. 


— 


LETTER XVII. 


(To a Preacher of the goſpel, in anſwer to ſome enquiries 
| relating to the ſtate of her ſoul.) 
MaAccLEsFiELD, December 6, 1778. 

Dear Sir, | | 
To tell you one thouſandth part of the preciouſ- 
neſs of Jeſus, is a taſk impoſſible to men or angels. To my 
ſoul, he is truly the altogether lovely ;—the one object in 
which all my deſires, expectations, and afſections centre 
the AIM and the Omega. To him my more than all I owe, 
being atched by his grace, a brand from everlaſting burn- 
ings: My Surety he is; my Life, my Peace, my Treaſure, 


my Huſband, brother, Friend—my Wiſdom, my Righteouſ- 
neſs, my Sanctification; my all in all, for time and foreter- 
nity, Him, and him alone, I deſire: him, and him 
alone, I love. | | | 
= « Phave no 3 heart, 
To rob my Saviour of-a part, 
And deſecrate the whole | 
His lovelineſs my ſoul hath prepoſſeſſed 
k And left no room for any other gueſt.” | 
Vet, O how is my heart expanded, when [I ſee, I have 
yet received, but, as it were, a drop out of the ocean! but 
a glimſe of his precious fulnels ; and an eternity of growing 
blits lies yet before me! This glorious proſpett truly lays me 
where I would for ever lie, at his dear feet, the monumer t 
of his mercy. O that I could praile him as IL would! but 
language fails, and I long for that day when LI ſhall praile 
him in nobler ſtrains above. Were he to give the ſummons 
now, and call, from earth away, O.how gladly could I win 
my flight this hour! Looſe from creature and create 


good, 1 only wait-the joyful. word, Come up hither | Then 


would I exulting, 


Clap the glad wing and ſoar away, 
And mingle with the blaze of day.” 


In that bleſſed kingdom, dear fir, I hope to meet you, 


t h aps on earth. we may meet no more. In the 
—— Ge — you be filled with all the communicable 
fulneſs of Father, Son, and Spirit; rejoicing herein with 
increaſing joy, and made very uſeful in your Lord's vine- 
yard, prays ſincerely your real well-wiſher oy * lake, 
ED; | OE. 


LETTER XVII. 
(To Miſs Salmon.) 
My dear Fr Marras, June 16, 1779. 


How ſhall I pany God for his g „ his | 


infinite, his ſtupendous.love ? O how he heapeth his bene- 
fits upon me, and maketh every other bleſſing ſweet, by the 
gift of himſelf! Wouls any thing the world calls great or 
good, be any thing to me without my God ? Ah l. no, no: 
every thing moſt deſirable is hateful to my foul, wherein I 
cannot taſte, or feel, or ſee ſomething of my deareſt Lord: 


but, all glory be to him, he is my all in all things. Help 
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me to love this only lovely deareſt objett of my wiſhes, 
Let him, my dear ſiſter, be our Lord and King for ever. 
Yes Lord, take our hearts—* Manage the wheels by thy 
command, and govern every ſpring. How fweet is the 
yoke of Jeſus! O how gentle, how tender, how com- 
paſſionate his care! how hath he borne you and I, as 
weak and helpleſs lambs in his arm, carried us in his 
boſom, and defended us from the fowler's ſnare ! Eter- 
nal, precious Lord, thou indwelling Trinity, whom 
truly our hearts do love, accept the gratitude words. 
cannot {peak !—In ſilent adoration we adore thee, o'er- 
whelmed at thy amazing grace! 1 cannot utter, my dear 
friend, the tweet feelings of my heart, or tell you how di- 
vine a union my fpirit feels with yours. O may you new, 
and henceforth, prove all that Jeſus can beltow! How much 
is that? Words cannot tell you: but yours it is, through 
the merit of bn blood. 3 FL 

| I intended to begin my letter with thanks r love 
| and kindnels to me at Cheſter; but, 1 was led 8 pre- 
- cious fountain of all comfort, and when I had once begun 
his mercy's theme, I could not break off! I bear, however, 
a grateful ſenſe of the affectionate regard you manifeſted : 
and, though to tell you ſo is all I'can do, my Lord will 
lurely reward. My love to dear Miſs Bennet, and all that 
family; and to all where you are. I bear them all on my 
heart before God, I love them all; and if they knew how 
Jeſus loves them, they would not keep back their hearts 
from him. 1 got fafe to this place, and am treated ve 
kindly by this | or family : but, O how I feel for thoſe 
who love not God ! My dear Mils B. js as open and free as 
before : My ſoul cleaves to her, and I have great hopes. 
Pray for her, and for your ever aſſectionate | 
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LETTER XIX. 


(To the fame.) 

_ MaccLEsFitLD, May 20, 1780. 

My very dear Friend, 
How agreeable was the reception of your affec- 

tionate letter! but I am very ſorry to find. your health is ſo 

indifferent, My dear friend, let me advile you to take all 

the care you can of your body, for it is not your ozwn,.. but 


the Lord's, And I am fully convinced we have no right to 
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| __ ; 
trifle with the precious talent of health, which is given us 
to improve to the glory of our Gd. di 
L every day experience freſh calls and freſh motives to 
raiſe and love our precious Lord. Nor is my grateful heart 
eaſt moved at the gracious tenderneſs of his dealings with 
my dear ſiſter. O my love, can you ever no diſtruſt him 
for any thing? Surely ſuch love hath deſtroyed unbelief for 
ever ;—Surely you can now put no limits*to his power and 
faithfulneſs ; his grace—his*willingnels to ſave, O praiſe 
him and truſt in him for ever! "Wie 14490 
Look for his perfect love, look for his people's reſt; 

Hope to fit down with him above, and ſhare the marriage-fcaſt.” _ 
Yes; there I truſt we ſhall meet and rejoice together — 
there we ſhall ſing without wearineſs of body or ſoul, the” 

' wonders of his grace, and tell to all the liſtening heaverily 
throng, how rich, redeeming love, hath ſaved and ranſo al, 


+ keyt and prelerved, delivered and ſtrengthened, and at laſt 
brought us ſafe where the wicked ceaſe from troubling— 
where the weary are at reſt, | | 
I rejoice that you are {till preſſing on to the attainment of 

that holineſs which God calls you to. Only come by ſim- N 

le faith, and you ſhall ſoon experience that {weet reſt, | 

& from ſelf and ſin ſet free. I loch upon this bleſhng as . 

conſiſting; not ſo much in overwhelming joy, as humbling | 

love; though joy, as an effect, will ſurely follow after. 
With me it was thus: I ſunk into my own nothingneſs, and 

' ” was humbled in the duſt Em tied, of ' ſelf and ſelf-depen- 
dence, I ſubmitted to be faved by grace. My depth of 
. weakneſs was laid open to wy view, hut I caſt myſelf on 
Jeſus as my ſtrength: emptied of all, I plunged by a ſimple 
act of faith, into his fulneſs of love, and found him all my 
ſalvation, and all my deſire. When Satan ſuggeſted, thou 
wilt ſoon - loſe what thou haſt, attained : I told him, let my 
Lord ſee to that ;—He that keepeth Israel, neither slumbereth 
nor sleepeth :— Jeſus is mine, with all his ſtrength and ful- 
neſs; and his grace is ſufficient. . I think, my dear friend, 
if you expect thus to be laid at the Saviour's feet, in hum- 
bleſt love and ſelf-abaſement, the temptation, that the blei- 

ſing is ſome thing greater than you will be able to bear, will 
vaniſh, or at leaſt loſe all its force: and, being thus hum- 

bled, thus united to Jeſus, hang momentarily d ending on 
him, and fear not but he will be your k 7. Faith is the 
bond of union, and in your union wit bin lies all your 
ſtrength. He will water you every moment: yea, be will 
*dwell in you as a well of water ſpringing up into everlaſting 
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life. He is himſelf all you want: He is Holineſs ;—he is 

heaven; and he is yours! My ſoul longs for ou. 
« O ma — gain perfeRion's height, and into nothing fall ! hs 

Be leſs than nothing in your ſight, and Chriſt be AL LIN ALL.” 

You will, you ſurely will! Nay, I have no doubt but you 
will ſoon prove this; for the Lord enlarges my heart in your 
behalf, and I truſt your next will convey the happy tidings. 
The Lord is Sonar gracious to your unworthy friend, 
and condeſcends to bleſs my ſmall labours for him. In viſit- 
ing the ſick, I found a great increaſe of love to God, and 
to the fouls for whom Jeſus died. At ſome places, the 
neighbours coming in, the power of the Lord has been very 


N ö preſent; and ſome of them, who before were aſleep in ſin, 
>” are crying out, What must we do to be saved ? and ſo man 
freſh ones are ſending to me daily, and begging I will call 


upon them, that it. ſeems as if my employment would ſoon . 
be too great for my bodily ſtrength : but, if he call me to 
—- |S the work, he will give ſtrength for it. My one deſire is to 

W ſpend and be ſpent for him. Our preſent maid has a deep 
concern u — mind, and JI truſt, will not reſt ſhort of 
pardon. She who has left us retains her peace, and walks 
uprightly. I cannot tell you the grateful feelings of 
heart on this account, I thank you for your king intention 
in the affair you mention :—Hope my God will reward every 
token of your undeſerved love to your very unworthy, but 
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ſincere friend in him we love, H. A. Roz, 
REFRI R= RR RR , 
LETTER XX. 
(To Miſs Loxdale.) 


NanTwicn, Fune go, 1779. 

My dear friend's letter was indeed a pleaſure. and 
a bleſſing to me; and my Lord's great goodnels to you is a 
freſh motive to love and praiſe him. But, freſh motives of 
this kind are no new thing to me : Iam ever diſcovering 
inſtances of his goodnels that fill me with wonder and aſto- 
niſhment, and cauſe me to exclaim with holy David, Lord, 
what is man that thou art go mindful of him? Great things 
indeed, my dear ſiſter, hath the Lord done for you, and for 
your unworthy friend : and yet, O ſtupendous grace ! we 
have only received a drop out of the occan of his love : an 
endleſs proſpect, and a maze of bliſs lies yet before us. 
will WW opening beauties, and ſuch lengths and breadths, and depts 


» 
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and heights, as thought cannot fathom, or mind of man con- 
ceive! It is, my friend, the fulneſs of the Tzxiuxeg 
Gop, in which we may bathe, and plunge, and fink, till 
loſt and ſwallowed up in the ever growing, overflowing ocean 
of delights! His fulneſs ! O what is it! ſhall we ever fathom 
it ?—ever know a ten thouſandth part? Ah no! a ten 
thouſandth part of that effulgence, we could not bear to 
know and live! Nay, and when diſembodied, through the 
revolving ages of eternity, I am perſuaded we ſhall only 
ſeem beginning to know his fulness of love, What thoughts 
are theſe ! when I enter into them, as into a labyrinth, they 
almoſt overcome my natural powers ! O how very little of 
his revealed Glory can this earthen veſſel contain! But, a 
time is haſtening on, (and I eagerly wait for its approach) 
when, no longer impriſoned in clay, our eyes ſhall be 
{trengthened to ſee him as he is ;—ſee him for ourſelves, and 
baſk for ever in his ſmiles, Yes, we ſhall be with Jesus, 
and behold his glory. He will reveal to us alſo, as much as 
we can bezr of the fulneſs of his Father's glory ; and we 
ſhall be with Father, Son, and Spirit, filled to all eternity! 
But I have been led farther than I intended: I muſt return. 
Permit me to aſk, my dear friend, what are your ideas, 
what is your opinion, or what your experience of inward, 
inſtantaneous ſanctification; whereby the root, the inbeing 
of ſin is deſtroyed ? I do not mean, or allude, to a ſtate of 
angelic or Adamic, but a chriſtian perfection; a deſtruction 
of every temper contrary to love :—a ſtate conſiſtant with 
many temptations of the Devil, if our heart repel thoſe 
temptations, and our will do not embrace or yield to 
them; for that cannot be ſin, in which our w1LL has no 
wt, Thus it was with Jesus : In him was no sin, yet he 
was tempted in all points as we are: Before his pure eyes 
did that enemy diſplay all the kingdoms of the world, and þ 
the glory of them !—to his ſpotleſs foul he ſuggeſted diſtruſt- 
ing doubts and preſumptuous expectations; but in the Son 
of God they found xo ACE. Again; what I mean is a 
ſtate conſiſtant with a growth in grace: for Ixsus, though 
always pure, increased in widom and Stature, and in favour 
with God and man. Is not ſuch a ſtateexpreſſed and deſcribed 
in the thirteenth of the firſt book of Corinthians; and is it not 
commanded. in theſe gracious words, Rejoice evermore, pray 

, without ceasing, and in every thing give thanks ? Does not 
the apoſtle add, This is the will of Godiconcerning you and 
after praying, Now the God of peace sanctiſy you WHOLLY ; 
does N not pray, that your whole Spirit, soul, and body, 
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(after they are ſo ſanctified) may be preserved blameless to the 
ſecond coming of our Lord Fesus Christ? Then follows the 
glorious promile, Faithful is he that calleth you, who alse 


. WILL do it. And is not the ſame thing promiſed in the 


ſweet paſſage you named; I will sprinkle clean water upon 
you, and you all be clean: from all your filthiness, and 
from all your idols will I i leanse you, &c.? And again, did 
he not swear to our father Abraham, that he would grant 
unto us, that we, being delivered out of the hands of our ene- 
mies, might gerve him without fear, in holiness and righteous- 
ness before him ALL the days of our life. By the itate I 
weakly attempt to deſcribe, I mean, that degree ok humble 
love, which excludes every temper contrary thereto ; and 
faith, that excludes the remains of unbelief, and every tor- 
menting fear; for he that feareth is not made perfect in love. 
It is fellowship with the Father, and with his Son Jesus 
Christ, through the Spirit, by whole abiding witneſs we can 
ſay, Abba, Father—my Lord and my God, with an unwa- 
vering tongue, | 4 

I know this precious goſpel ſal vation is even derided by 
ſome, and exploded by many: Perhaps you may have con- 
verſed with ſome of theſe; and not have met with many 
who have dared to ſpeak for God in this reſpett ; ſome of 
my expreſſions may therefore appear odd, or unuſual ; but, 
compare them with ſcripture, and mention with freedom 
any of them you may with me to explain. As I know your 
ſituation, you will excule the liberty I take in adviſing you 
not to meddle with oy1xn10Ns: theſe inſenſibly eat out of 
the ſoul the precious life of God. Diſpute not with any; 
or, if they ſeek hurtful diſputations, it is a good way to pro- 
pole prayer. But it may be well, as much as may be, to 
avoid the company of thoſe who love vain controverly. . 
Endeavour after a calm recollected ſpirit a heart-felt union 
with a holy God. Sweet truth—Gop 1s Love, and 
Love is, the Chriſtian's Al! Love in us is his nature im- 
parted : it is the fulfilling of the law, the perfect law of 
LIBERTY. Whoſoever loveth his brother, hath fulfilled 
the law to his neighbour : and he who loveth the Lord-his 
God with all his heart, and Soul, and mind, and strength. 
hath fulfilled the law to him alſo. To ſuch his command- 
ments are not grievous not a talk—a wearilome burden, 
but a delight: They are ways of pleasantness—they are paths 
of peace. And as we are under a law of love to God; ſo 

od, our God in Chriſt, gg a COVENANT OF LOVE; 
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in which is made over to us all he zs, and all he has to give: 
— his every attribute; his wis DOM to guide and teach; his 
POWER to protect, help, and ſtrengthen ; his FAITHFUL- 


' NESS, his TRUTH, his MERCY, &c. all ſealed over, and 


ſecured by covenant promiſe, and covenant blood. 

O my dear ſiſter, what a bleſſed portion is ours]! Let us 
determine to prove it all, We may ; I truſt we shall, and 
together praile in endleſs day, the great THREE ONE. lam 
ever yours in him, H. A. Roe. 
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LETTER XXI. 


(To the ſame.) 
MaccLEsFIELD, August 4, 1779. 

. I THANK you, my dear Siſter, for your laſt, and 
would have written ſooner, but a violent rheumatic pain in 
my head prevented me. I clearly ſee in your experience a 
deepening of the work of God. He is preparing your heart 
for his perfect love he is emptying you of ſelf, that you ma 
be {ſwallowed up in HIM: he is crucifying you to the world, 
that you may live tc him, and for him alone: he diſcovers 
to you the beauties of holinels, that your ſoul and all its 
powers may be captivated thereby, and enlarged to aſk and 
receive all his goodneſs waits to give. It is no marvel that 
Satan ſhoots his fiery darts, and employs his ſtrongeſt batte- 
ries to prevent this work of grace: he ever did, and he ever 
will. This precious ſalvation entirely overturns his kingdom 
in the believer's heart: he hath no more place, no more 
power : he finds no inward evil now (in thole thus faved) 
to cloſe in with his temptations.” His every dart is now re- 


pelled; quick-ſighted Love diſcovers all his ſnares, and 


armed with the {trength of Omnipotence, we more than 
conquer | 

The temptations you find, are the ſame I was followed 
with, when the fountains ofthe GREAT DEEP OF INBRED 
CORRUPTION vere diſcovered to my view: Yes, I expe- 
rienced them all, and ten times more, Mr. Fletcher's Pole- 
mical Eſſay, eſpecially his Addreſs to imperfett Believers, 
ſeeking Chriſtian Perfection, was made a great bleſſing to me. 
This, with Mr. IWesley's Plain Account, anſwered every 
objection, every doubt; and I earneſtly recommend them 
to your ſerious peruſal. Theſe will. lead you to ſee, we are 
ſanctified, . juſtified, by faith alone, and not for our 
merits, fitneſs, or deſervings; but faith lays hold of | the 


” 


Al 

lood of Chriſt, asthe procuring cauſe of our holineſs, and 
which alone cleanicth from all nu. This blood is all-tuttt- 
cient: — as prevailing mow as it ever will be. What then 
does the believer / hungering and thirsting after righteous- 
ness, or inward purity) wait for? The promie is, they Shall 
be filled. Why delay? We may come juſt as we are; and 
if ſo, we may come this moment, It is ſaid, Acts xxvi. 18, 
we are ganctiſed by faith in Jesus andthe work in that 


verle is plainly diſtinguiſhed from juſtification, or the for- 


giveneſs of ſins, both being there clearly promiſed. If then 


it be by faith alone, it muſt be alſo inſtantaneous, in the lame 


manner as our pardon was, Did we not receive the one in a 
moment, by, and in the act of believing ? And why ſhould 
we ſtumble at coming the ſame way for the other ? By grace 
are ye saved, THROUGH FAITH, in all the different degrees 
of that ſalvation, which we can receive in the body. If by 
grace, then it is no more of works, and if not by works, we 
need wait for none :—we may come juſt as we are, yea, 
Juſt now. 2 

May the Lord, while you read theſe lines, open the win- 


dows of heaven, and fill your ſpirit with his pure love. Do 


you thirſt ? Behold! rivers of living water guſhing out of 
your Redeemer's wounds—water that will waſh your inbred 
fn away. Is not the Holy Ghoſt waiting to apply the effi- 
cacious blood; and make you white as ſnow ? Hovers he not 
over you ?—Knocks he not even now at the door of your 
heart ? Olet your inmoſt ſpirit cry, 


Come in, come in, thou heavenly gueſt, 
Nor hence again remove ; 


But ſup with me, and let the feaſt 
| Be everlaſting love.“ 
Amen, Lord Jeſus, anſwer the prayer of thy child ;—be it 
unto her as her ſoul defireth—fill her heart, and fill it xow. 
I feel for the trials of your preſent ſituation, but the ſweet 
love of Jeſus, ſhall bear you above all. Take no thought 
for the morrow, but momentarily live to God, and for God, 
and nothing will be able to harm you, I am, my dear friend, 
yours in the beſt of bonds, H. A. Roe, 


D 3 


* 


rr e  - — — 
> — 


1 
F 
# 
- 
y 


LETTER XXII. 


(To the Rev. Mr. Fletcher.) 
 DuBLiN, December 14, 1784. 
Reverend and dear Sir, 

I BeLIgve it will not be unacceptable to you to 
be informed how a God of love is bleſſing his dear people in 
this city. You have a peculiar right toexpett this, becauſe 
you were made, through mercy, the inſtrument of kindling 
a gracious flame in many hearts ; and of preparing others to 
receive the meſſage of ſal vation; — a present ſalvation, even 
from all ſin. Had not you and your dear partner been here 
before us, it is probable we ſhould not have been received 
as we now are. But the ſound of your Maſter's feet was be- 
hind you, and a gracious ſavour was left upon the minds of 
the people in general; ſo that when we came, we found 
them eager to embrace the whole - el. I had the cleareſt 
aſſurance, before we left England, that our appointment for 
Dublin was of the Lord, and every day brings me freſh. 
proofs of it. It was allo a kind providence which brought 
us here on the very day that precious woman Mrs. King 
(now Mrs. Johnson) was married; and in conſequence of 
which, went to reſide at Liſburn. Had we arrived before 
the ſociety ſuffered fo great a lols, -my poor ſervices might 
not have been ſo acceptable; and had it been later, the 
minds of the people might have been grieved to excels, But 
the novelty of ſtrangers firſt engaged their attention, and 
the word of the Lord then ſoon became a ſin- killing and 
ſoul-ſaving word, ſo that now every one's cares and fears 
terminate in a determination to ſecure their own ſalvation, 

Another great bleſſing is, Mr. Rogers and Mr. Blair (his 
fellow-labourer) are united as the heart of one man: Mrs, 
Blair allo, is a ſiſter indeed to me, in ſpirit and real affeftion ; 
ſo that we are a family of love; and one imall houſe {erves 


us all. And not the preachers only, but the ſtewards, 


leaders, and people all unite, and have only one {trife—how 
they may beſt rome each others happinels, and the cauſe 
of God. And glory, glory, glory be ever aſcribed to Fa- 
ther, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, it is promoted! Sinners are 
ſnatched by grace, as brands from the burning, and the 
kingdom of God and his Chriſt is ſet up in many believing 
hearts, | 


Lo! the promiſe of a ſhower drops already from above: 
But the Lord ſhall ſhortly pour all the ſpirit of his love.“ 
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In fix weeks from the time of our firſt arrival, many were 
awakened, and nine received a clear ſenſe of pardon : Theſe 
returned public thanks, which greatly encouraged the ſcekers, 
and raiſed the expectation of all. As it was maniteſtly a time 
of refreſhing from the pre ence of the Lord, it was thought 
expedient at our love-feaſt, October 10, to give notes of 
admittance, on that occaſion, to many who were not as yet 
members of ſociety, but appear defiruus of ſalvation; io that 
near {even hundred ſouls were prelent : and a feaſt of love 
it was, iuch as I believe many will praue God for to all eter- 
nity! After ſeveral, who ſpoke with great freedom and 
ſimplicity, a poor penitent beſought us with tears, to pray 
for her. + The kindlings of love which had been felt before, 
now became a flame in every believing foul ; and when fallen 
on our knees, the power of God deſcended of truth: every 
corner of the houſe was filled with cries of God be merciful to 
me a Sinner, or, Praise the Lord O my soul, who hath for- 
given all thine iniquittes! Not one remained una ſiected, and 

have ſince found that ſeven were juſtified at that time: 
mong whom was one tllat got a note of admittance in the 
rning : and ſeveral who came only with a faint deſire, 
were deeply convinced of fin. The next night, another 
was juſtified under the word, and a ſecond under the prayer, 
and a backſlider healed; and ſoon after, while Mr. R. ex- 
lained and enforced, blessed are the poor in apirit, for theirs 
#5 the kingdom of heaven; dear fitter Rud, whom, I am 


perſuaded you well remember ; (for you took great pains to. 


encourage and help her forward) even this poor nervous, 
afflicted woman, who has been a ſeeker twenty-one years, 
laid hold of the promiſe by faith, and received the knowledge 
of salvation by the remission of her ins and notwithitanding 


ſhe is often greatly oppreiſed by her bodily ditorder, ſhe is 


ſtill enabled to claim her intereſt in redeeming blood. A poor 
vile young man, who had indulged himlelt in all kinds of fin 
with greedinels, and, according to his own expreſſion, 
e believed no God more ſupreme than himſelf,“ ſtrayed into 
the chapel, juſt as Mr. Rogers gave out that text, Believe 
on the Lord Fesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved ; He was 
that hour cut to the heart, and is now earneſtly ſeeking ſal- 
vation, and has received much comfort. Under the fame 
ſermon, one was juſtified, and another backſlider healed. 
Since this, a man and his wife came to preaching together, 
who had been ſeekers ſeven years, and their ſtates nearly alike : 
They did not fit near each other; but were both ſet at liberty 
under the fame ſentence, and in the ſame inſtant, They 


| 
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both ran to catch hold of Mr. R. as he came from the pul- 
pit, and there met each other, and rejoiced togther with ex- 
ceeding great joy. The man faid, he knew his wife wes 
bleſt before they thus met, as well as he knew that himlelf 
was. Another perſon, who had been a backſlider ten years, 
firſt into Antinomian principles, and then into grols, open 
ſin ; fell lately into deep deſpair, and many times attempted 
to put an end to his life, but was as often prevented, by an 
almoſt miraculous providence, Friday, November 12, was 
the laſt time, e to had placed a loaded piſto! to his breaſt, 
and intended to diſcharge it the next moment; but thele words 
came with power, Why will ye die? He inſtantly fell on his 
knees, and dropped the viſtol, He came afterwards to the 
e wer who endeavoured to encourage him: and on the 
ueſday following, he was at our prayer- meeting, where an 
agonizing ſpirit of prayer was given: He obtained then a 
comfortable hope of mercy, and at night under Mr. Blair's 
preaching, was ſet at liberty. This he told me the next 
morning, with ſtreaming eyes, and gratitude unſpeakable. 
November 18, we hack another love - feaſt at Gravel- walk: 


It was a more wonderful ſeaſon than even the former. We 


know of nine that we have reaſon to believe were juſtified; 
and many luke warm profeſſors were greatly ſtirred up. Two 
of theſe found peace in the blood of Jelus the week after; 


another on Sunday night laſt, who was a papiſt: and ano- 


ther laſt night. A Jew is allo convinced and converted; 
and from being, according to his ſect, a phariſee, is now 
zealous in his love to Jeſus; though at the HE of his life, 
for his own mother, and other relations, have attempted to 
murder him at different times. 

One of ſiſter Johnson's claſſes, and another, ſince new-rai- 


ſed, are committed to my care. In the firſt of theſe are now 


thirty-eight members, in the latter thirty-ſix : and within the 
laſt quarter, ten of theſe have received a ſenſe of pardon, 
and four others are enabled to love God with all their hearts. 
I have like wiſe undertook a claſs of young girls, from about 
nine to fourteen years of age. Ina few weeks many of them 
began to feel awakenings, and a few were deeply convinced 
of fin, A montli ago, one of theſe, ten years of age, re- 
ceiveda clear ſenſe of pardon : She told her companion of 
the lame age, who prayed and wept, and would not be 


comforted, till ſhe obtained the ſame bleſſing, which was in, 


a few days. When the reſt heard this, they were greatly 


ſtirred up, and the following Sabbath two more were as, 


clearly juſtified, one of eleven, the other thirteen as 
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age, There is a great and viſible change in all theſe ; and 
they {peak clearly and experimentally. Seven more are 
wes conviction, and I doubt not, will ſoon be brought 
into liberty, In all, we have certain accounts, fince we 
came, of forty-ſix juſtified, eight ſanctified, and one hun- 
dred added to the ſociety. 

As to myſelf,” I never was ſo truly happy in every ſenſe : 
happy in increaſing union and communion with Father, 
Son, and Spirit, and ſunk into depths of humble love, I 
feel my unworthineſs and nothingneſs indilcribable : yet, 
ſtupendous grace! all the communicable fulneſs of a TRI- 
v NE Gop is mine. Il feel the equal love of the un D1viDED 
Deity.—As I worſhip the Far RR, ſo I worſhip the Sox 
and the HoLy Gunosr—my Gop—mYALLIN ALL, Iam 
happy too, in one who is truly a help to me for ſoul and 
body, for time and eternity, and who greatly encourages 
me in all my labours: happy in my fituation, amongſt a 
lively, affectionate people, who make it their ſtudy how to 
manifeſt their love ; nor have we one jarring ſtring amongſt 
us. O may we ever be kept humble at the Saviour's feet, 
and all our bleſlings (as through grace they do) prove only 
a ſcale to heavenly love. Pleale to remember us, in the 
moſt aſſectionate manner, to dear Mrs. Fletcher. We in- 
treat an intereſt, in both your prayers. When I laſt aſked 
this favour at Leeds, Ibelicve you granted it, and that your 
petitions were anſwered: Once more then, pray for us: 
. And believe me, dear fir, in goſpel love, your willing lervant, 
H. A. RoGERs. 
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LE TER XXIII. 


(To Mr. Matthias Force.) 
DuBLix, May 1, 1783. 
Dear Brother, ; 

My ſoul greatly rejoices in your joy. I do join 
with you in that ſong which ſhall never end, Unto him that 
hath loved us, and washed us from our sins in his own blood, 
be glory for ever and ever. O how precious is that life of 
imple faith you deicribe and poſſeſs! Go on, favoured ſer- 
vant of the Lord, and he will ſhew you greater things than 
theſe, I do not mean there is any thing greater or higher 
than Love : but in this ocean, what heights, what lengths, 
what depths ! what immeaſurable degrees, even in that com- 
munion with a Triune God, which it is our privilege to 


40 . 
prove! I know you feel ſomething of what I mean, even 
of equal love of Far ER, Son, and Hory Guosr. 
This we cannot properly feel, till freed from inbred fin : 
where fin remains, there cannot be that cloſe union with 
the Father I now ſpeak'of : but fin 2 and we know 
the meaning of thoſe words, The Father himself loveth you : 
and again, I and my Father will come and make our abode 
with him, Yea, the whole Deity flows in upon use are 
one with God. Conſider that bleſſed ſcripture, Anow ye 
not that your bodies are the temples of the Holy Ghost, which 
icin you, and ye are not your own, for ye are bought with a 
oo ? By whom ? By Jeſus : therefore glorify God the 

ather ; even. the Triune God—Father, Son, and Spirit, 
with your bodies and your Spirits, which are his, 
„% Drawn, and redeem'd, and ſeal'd, 
— We'll praiſe the One and Three, 
With Father, Son, and Spirit fill'd 
2 To all eternity.“ : 

I hope the Lord will carry on a gracious work in Droghe- 
da: I am glad to hear you ſee ſo good a beginning. I never 
heard of ſo univerſal a revival as I am told by many, is now 
ſpreading through England, Ireland, and America : and yet 
| think it is butthe-beginning of what the Lord will ſhortly 
do. Let us not be weak in faith, and we ſhall fee ſhowers 
of bleſſings. The promile ſhall ſurely be accompliſhed ; and 
perhaps haſtened ſpeedily by the univerſal cry of God's dear 
children © The earth shall be filled with the knowledge of the 
glory of God, as the waters cover the sea. 

I] doubt not but you have had a precious ſeaſon with Mr. 
Wesley : I think I never {aw him more truly filled with bis 
dear Maſter's Spirit : We have heardoftwo ſouls convinced 
of fin, and eight juſtiſied under him while in Dublin: and, 
bleſſed be God, two more, ſince he left us, can praile a re- 
conciled God, and one is let at perfect liberty; beſides thiee 
more of the children, who have received remiſſion of ſins. 
I find, bleſſed be God, my own ſoul is as a watered garden; 
and 1 have acceis to a ſpring whole waters fail not, from 
which I ever drink freſh ſupplies —O what wells of falva- 
tion !—what an unfathomable ocean of love! 

A trifling ailliction of body has, I think, ſunk me deeper 
into God. Such heart-felt, ſolid peace, ſuch inward near- 

nels to, and fellowſhip with him, I have proved the laſt 
fortnight, as is better felt than deſcribed, It has been much of 
That ſacred awe which dares not move, 


And all the filent heaven of love.“ 
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O for an enlarged heart! O for ten thouſand tongues to 
praile my God! As it is ſaid, In that day ye shall know that 
am in the Father, Jou in me, and I in youg ſo it is—the 
bleſſed day is come: I do know it! I do feel it! I know 
what it is to dwell in the Father, through the Son, and by 
the uniting powerof the Holy Ghoſt, and ever worſhip an 
undivided Deity. Thele words have often been ſpoken to 
my heart; and I feel them now applied, Al that I have is 
thine : Yes, my Lord, and I poſſeis a drop out of the ocean: 
If I had much more at preſent, it would lay me dead at thy 
feet : but all is mine in happy reverfion, and what m 
weakneſs can bear, thou wilt impart. O make thyſelf room, 
and more of heaven beſtuw !—Thou wilt, thou doſt enlarge 
my heart : I graſp the God I ſeek, the God I love, the God 
I ſhall enjoy to all eternity. Eternity! O what a word is 
that A Triune God my own to all eternity! Yes, yes, 
he is !—Wonder O heavens !—Be aſtoniſhed O earth! 
Be humble O my foul, and help me to praiſe him all ye 
hoſts above ! O that all the nt new the riches of divine 
love! O that all believers would give him all their heart. 
My brother, let you and me covenant afreſh with God, 
to ſpread the ſavour of his grace with all our moſt enlarged 
powers; eſpecially his full ſalvation, that reſt from all fin, 
that ret of perfect love; received by {imple faith, and by 
faith alone. I think I never read any thing wherein that 
bleſſing is more clearly de:icribed, than Mr. Wesley's ſermon 
in the March and April Magazines for this year, which, I 
believe, will do much good: for, how many have been 
diſcouraged by not knowing and conſidering that one point, 
Sin is a wilful tranſgreſſion of a known law.” If this 
were the conſtant rule by which we judged of what we feel, 
how many vain realonings would be an{wered :—how many 
ſubtle ſuggeſtions of the enemy -a miſtake through igno- 
rance, or through an imper fett memory, together with va- 
rious hateful injections from an enemy; a dulneſs of ſpirit 
od caſioned by the body; or a flutter of ſpirit — by 
ſurprize, & c. none of theſe, I ſay, or all of them put toge- 
ther, would then appear a ſufficient reaſon, why a ſoul 
ſhould caſt away its confidence reſpecting what the Lord 
has wrought : Seeing theſe are conſiſtent with pure love, 
they are not wilful tranſgreſſions of a known law. | 
May the Lord bleſs you in your ſoul and labours, till 
more abundaatly, prays, dear brother, your friend and ſiſter 
in Jclus, H. A. Roctrs, 
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LETTER XXIV. 


(To the Rev. Mr. Wesley.) 
Cork, January 24, 1788. 
My dear and honoured Sir, 

Nx vx x had one ſo every way undeſerving, ſo much 
reaſon to praiſe a God of love, Day after day—nay, every 
hour I breathe, he loadeth me with his multiplied mercies ; 
yea, they are more in number than the hairs of my head, 
If I did not love him with all my conſecrated powers, and 
momentarily offer up my little all if I were not reſolved to 
embrace every opportunity to ſpend and be ſpent in ſervice 
ſo divine, I ſhould of all mortals be the moſt inexculable :!— 
for, O! his love to me is boundleſs ;—I prove it an ocean 
without a bottom or a ſhore ! The ſweet communion I have 
with FATHER, SON, and SrIRIT, is unſpeakable! and 
whatſoever I aſk of God in faith, it is done, In God I 
live: in him I move; by him J act and ſpeak, and it is in him 
alone I enjoy all my mercies. 

Since I wrote laſt, we have freſh cauſe for praiſe. The 
Lord is doing wonders amongſt us here, It ſeems very 
likely at preſent, we ſhall ſee as great a work here as at Dub- 
lin. At the viſitation of the claſſes this Chriſtmas, we found 
the ſociety encreaſed from 397 members, (the number it 
contained laſt Conference) to 504; and the number of claſſes 
are encreaſed from 24 to 30; and 56 ſouls have found peace 
with God ſince September laſt. The Chriſtmas feſtival 
was a moſt bleſſed ſeaſon: On Chriſtmas morning at four 
o'clock, the preaching houſe was well filled, and God was 
truly preſent to bleſs :—many were awakened, and ſome 
converted. Many more were awakened, and four juſtified 
at the watchnight on new year's eve. Several alſo found 

ardon at the love-feaſt, and many witneſſed a good con- 
Reikon : but the time of renewing our covenant exceeded 
all: Fourteen ſouls were that day born of God; ſome at 
their claſſes, and the reſt at that ſweet, ſolomn ſeaſon of the 
covenant :—The houſe was truly ſhaken (I mean, every 
ſoul therein) by the power of God. I believe, none pre- 
ſent, preachers or people, will ever forget it, —I rut 1 
never ſhall. It was none other than the anti- chamber of 
lory to my ſoul the houſe of God the gate of heaven. 
how was I filled with his preſence! how did I baſk in 
the beams of his love ! how. was I made to feel his immea- 
ſureable fulneſs all my own, through covEN ANT BLOOD 


DIVINE! Several were perfected in love, and ſeveral back- 
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fliders reſtored. Since this, between thirty and forty have 
joined the ſociety ; ſeveral of whom date their deep awaken- 
ings from the covenant night. Mr. Rogers ſaw it expedient 
on that occaſion, to give notes of admiſſion to ſome who 
were halting between two opinions; and moſt of them were 
then, and are now, determined to be the Lord's. 

My claſſes being now divided, I meet twenty on a Tueſ- 
day, and eighteen on a Friday, My heart is knit to theſe 
precious ſouls ; and, bleſſed be God, we never meet in 
vain, The Lord is pleaſed tobleſs me in all my weak 
labours, and he knows I aſcribe to him all the good done, 
and all the glory. I do lie at his feet, and am aſfoniſhed at 
his condeſcending love to ſuch a worm, Laſt Sunday even- 
ing, thankſgiving notes were ſent by four, for a ſenſe of 
pardon received laſt week ; and we here of two more, who 
received the ſame bleſſing that day. Several of our dear 
friends, who know and love the Lank haveentered into a 
folemn covenant with him, and with each other, never to 
reſt till they experience PERFECT LOVE. Oneof theſe has 
fince received the bleſſing, and ſeems in all things a new 
creature INDEED. 

We have got another new place for preaching, in a very 
convenient and populous part ofthis city. Mr. R. preached 
there the firſt time, a fortnight ago, and told the congrega- 
tion, he would meet in a claſs as many as were determined 
to forſake their fins, and ſeek the kingdom of God with all 
their hearts, Fourteen offered themſelves, and were admit- 
ted on trial; and ſince then, five more; ſo that there is a 
new claſs meets there, of nineteen members. Great good is 
likely to be done, as moſt of the hearers that attend are 
ſtrangers, who perhaps would never have heard elſewhere, 
We have now bo preaching houſes, at different parts and 
2 diſtances; and, I —— we ſhall fee a glorious 

arveſt of precious ſouls. In all, fince we came, ſeventy- 
ſeven are enabled to rejoice in a reconciled God, and many 
more feem juſt ready to ſtep into the pool of redeeming 
mercy. 

Wehear good news reſpecting the work of God in Dublin, 
and in other parts of the kingdom : O may the Lord ride on 
in the glorious and triumphant chariot of goſpel grace and 
_ falvation, till all be ſubdued! My dear Mr, Rogers begs me 
to ſend his duty and love to you, and joins me in daily inter- 
ceſſion at a throne of grace, . you may be filled with the 


50 


fulneſs of every new covenant bleſſing. I am, my ve 
dear fir, your ever obliged and truly afſectionate, though 
unworthy friend and ſervant, H. A. Roczas 


SH R= R= Fm R - 
LETTER XXV. 


(To one who had ſet out fair for the kingdom of heaven, 
but at this time was grown languid and faint in ſpiritual 
things, and likely to return to the ſpirit and cuſtoms of 
the world.) | | 


Cox, January 16, 1589. 
My dear Friend, enen 


I have long deſired in the bowels of love, to ſee 
your ſoul advance in 34 life; and having conſidered 
your ſtate in ſecret, and with folemn prayer before God, I 
think duty calls me to try, if by freely and faithfully ex- 
poſtulating with you, I may, through grace, be an inſtru- 
ment of ſtirring you up to {eek the Lord afreſh, in that man- 
ner which alone will avail to your ſalvation ; even fo as ex- 

erimentally to feel him your God, reconciled in Chriſt 
1 Short of this you cannot be happy -you are not 
safe, An unpardoned {inner is under all the curſes of a bro. 
ken law; eſpecially that ſentence, Cursed is every one who 
continueth not in all things written in the book of the law to 
do them Which ſtands in full force againſt that ſoul who 
has never taken refuge in the one and only propitiation for 
fin ; even Jesus Christ the righteous for no man can come 
unto the Father, but by him ; neither is there ſalvation in 
any other. He himſelf aſſures us, I ye die in your Sins, 
where I am ye cannot come and, except a man be born again, 
he cannot see the kingdom of God. Bear with one who _ 
you then, while I aſk a few ſerious queſtions, as in the pre- 
lence of that God before whom we muſt ſhortly both appear, 
and in whoſe ſight all things are naked and open, f 

Are you now as earneſt in ſeeking the pardon of all your 


ſins, as you were when, two years ago, you came with 


deep penitential ſorrow and floods of tears, to join the ſoci- 
ety of God's people? O that you could anſwer me in the 
affirmative !—Y ou well remember, the language of your 
ſoul then was, The remembrance of my Sins is grievous unto 


me, the burden of them is intolerable ;—a wounded spirit who 
can bear? You hw yourſelf a BARREN FIG-TREE, a cum- 


berer of the ground, a brand ready for the burning ; and 
that infinite Tuſtice muſt have ſentenced you to the pit from 


; 
U 
0 
0 
1 
, 
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whence there is no return, if unmerited mercy in your di- 


vine advocate had not prayed, LET IT STILL ALONE : 
Your cry was, with the publican, God be merciful to me a 
Sinner, and with ſinking Peter, Lord gave, or I perish. 
For a time you acted agreeable to ſuch conviftions ;—promi- 
ſing was the proſpett, and fair the bud of grace :—the arms 
of love were ready to receive you, and ingels even began 
to rejoice over a repenting ſinner. But ah ! where are now 
thoſe fervent deſires, thoſe ardent breathings after God; 
thoſe reſtleſs longings which nothing but the knowledge of 
his love could fatisfy ? Where is that reſtleſs ſpirit of prayer, 
that love to every axdinance and means of grace? How 
ſeldom was your ſeat in God's houſe then empty? Where 
is fled that deep ſeriouſneſs which then ever fat on your 
countenance, and accompanied all your converſation ?— 
that deadneſs to worldly company, worldly concerns, and 
the good will of worldly perſons ?—m ſhort, that whole 
deportment which loudly ſpoke to all, that the language of 
your ſoul was, 
« None but Chriſt to me be given, 
None but Chriſt in earth or heaven.” 

My dear friend, I could weep over you while I ſee the 
fad reverſe:—Alaſs ! it is not with you now, as it was then. 
you ſeem to have loſt that bleſſed power, that weeping pe- 
nitence, that happy victory over all the charms a dels we 
world can boaſt : Say, is it not the caſe ? Have you not 
funk back into careleſs eaſe and indifference, with ref 
to heavenly things—a falſe peace, and your ſpirit become 
light and trifling ? You can now converſe on worldly ſub- 
jects, even as others, and join in their empty laughter; 
yea, and prefer ſuch company to the lovers of Jeſus. O 
why is this awful change -s God no longer a juſt and holy 
God to puniſh fin ? Is he no longer a God of truth, who 
hath ſaid, The soul that ginneth, it Shall die ? Except ye be 
converted, and become as little children, ye shall in no case 
enter into the kingdom of heaven? Is Chriſt and falvation, 
pardon here, and glory hereafter, no longer defirable? If 
otherwiſe, why then are you neglecting and trifling with 
your moſt important concerns ? why are you returned to 
that which cannot ſatisfy ? I tremble for you! O c 
mightily to God, and reſt not till you are again filled with 
that hungering and thirſting that cannot be ſatisfied, but in 
an experimental knowledge of Jefus crucified, and his na- 
zure written on your heart. L 
| 2 
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As the firſt ſtep to a recovery, let me beſeech you, now 
lift up your ſoul to him who diſcerneth in ſecret, and aſk 
him, Lord, why is thy ſtriving ſpirit departed, or juſt de- 
parting from me ? Yea, aſk your own ſoul, wherein did 
you resist and grieve that Spirit? He convinced you, he 
that would follow Chriſt ſo as to be ſaved by him, muſt 
forſake and give up ALL. But were you faithful and obe- 
dient to theſe teachings ? Did you not, after a little, begin 
to keep ſomething back, and ſay, is it not a little one? Was 
there no creature delight, no beloved companion you had 
forſaken for Chriſt's lake, which you-have again yielded to, 
and taken pleaſure in ? pleaſing yourſelf with the hope, that 
this Agag might be ſpared : whereas, the Spirit of truth 
hath ſaid, The companion of fools 5shall be destroyed : and you 
are expreſsly commanded, Come ye out from among them, and 
be ye Separate, saith the Lord: on this condition only, 
faith he, I will receive you, and will be a Father unto you, 
and ye Shall be my sons and daughters, saith the Lord 
Almighty, 


While you obeyed the voice of God, you could not go 


to balls, plays, or cards, for his ſpirit taught you, She that 
liveth in pleasure, is dead whale she liveth, But, have you 
not been prevailed upon ?—or, if not, have you not, in 
what is called little things, conformed to the world ? Such 
as faſhionable adorning of the body, even in immodest, as 
well as costly array ? whereas, the command is plain and 
Poſitive, and eaſy to be underſtood ; That women adorn 
themselves in modest apparel, with shamefacedness and sobri- 


ety ; not with broidered hair, or gold, or costly array: and 


again, Be not conformed to this world, but be ye transformed 
by the renewing of your mind ; that is, if ye would prove the 
acceptable will of God, Now, conſider a moment : after 
(contrary to checks of conſcience) indulging yourielf in any 


of thele things, could you pray as before? nay, were even 
your deſires after God and ſpiritual things as lively and 


vigorous? Ahno! the Spirit of God was grieved, and he 
moved not upon your ſpirit : he left you to yourlelf, and 


you neglected duty more and more; till now, I fear, you 


can at times plead with the world you had forlaken, againſt 


ſingularity, againſt ſhutting yourſelf up from carnal compa- 


ny, and ſubjecting yourſelf to the ſneers and diſdain of thoſe, 


Who ſee no beauty in Chriſt and ſalvation. Alas! how 


changed ! how trifling did you once account the ſcoffs and 
frowns of ſuch ; yea, not worth a thought, when you fixſt 


felt your ſtate as a loſt ſinner ; Then you would cry, 


/ 
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Let earth and all its trifles go 

Give me, O Lord, th ſelf e know, 

| Give me thy precious love.“ | 
And are you happier now ? Are you in a ſafer ſtate more 
fit for heaven ? It is true you may have leſs fears of hell; 
but this is no good fign, for you have more cause to fear. 
You were then a repenting ſinner; and had you perſe- 
vered to ſeek, you would, before now, have been a child of 
God, and an heir of glory, But you are now a t7iffing ſin- 

ner; and, O think a moment! what is it you are triflin 
with ?—With God that mane you—with Jeſus, who ſhed 
his blood for you—with the Holy Ghoſt, who awakened 
and hath been long ſtriving with you :—You are trifting with 
eternal happineſs and eternal pain, and with your own im- 


mortal ſoul. This is an important ſubject, and demands your 


immediate attention : In a little time it will be too late to 
reflect or repent. O then, as you value eternal life, ſtop ! 
O go not a ſtep farther from your God: but return with 
Weeping and with ſupplication, to the feet of him you have 

ierced—him who yet prays for you, or you had been in 
Feel to him who is yet willing to waſh you in his own 
blood, and by the power of that Spirit you have grieved, 
fave you from all, even your moſt betetting fin. But delay 
not, or he may ſwear, You shall never enter into his ret. 


Spratly cut off the right hand—pluck out the right eye— 
takeu 


| p your crols, and give up all. You cannot ferve 
God and Mammon :—Y ou cannot be a friend of the world, 
and not be the enemy of God: Vou cannot indulge the 
ſpirit of the world, without loſing your own foul. And 
be not deceived ; if you follow the faſhions and vain cuſtoms 
thereof, you have the _ of it, and love it morethan God. 
* Tf as the world you live, you as the world will die.” God 
forbid this ſhould be the caſe! O fly for refuge to the hope 
ſet before you! and let me have joy over you in time, and 


in the day of eternity. 


I have, however, warned you; and perhaps it may be 


your laſt warning, your laſt call, if you ſhould now neg- 


lect. God will not always ſtrive! He may, before you are 
aware, lay the ax to the root of the tree, and cut it down, 
O that you may henceforward bring forth the fruits he re- 
2 firſt, the fruits of repentance, then, the genuine 
ruits of faith, Then ſhall I meet you with joy, among the 
ſheep at the right hand of yonder dazzling throne — When 
the Ancient of Days ſhall fit, and the books ſhall be opened 
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hen the righteous ſhall ſhine as the ſun in the kingdom 
of their Father, and be as pillars in his houſe above, to go 
out no more — Amen, Lord Jeſus, prays yours in real 
afſection, | .A. RoGERs, 
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LETTER XXVII. 


(To one lately emerged out of Arian darkneſs.) 
Cork, November 5, 1789. 
My dear Miſs D. 


I xECEIveD the favour of yours, and rejoice that 
you know in whom you have believed, and that your face is 
now Sionward. Go on, my dear ſiſter; it is a bleſſed path: 
-—Thegoodly land is before—the land of ſacred liberty, and 
glorious reſt from all ſin. O that you may ſoon — by 
happy experience, Perfect love casteth out all (ſlaviſh) fear /! 
and that the deepeſt humiliation before God, on account of 
our ignorance, helpleſſneſs, and unworthineſs, is not only 
conſi ſtant with, but inſeparable from rejoicing evermore ; 
for the ground of that rejoicing is, that he who hath loved 
me, — waſhed me from my fins in His OowN BLOOD, 
hath allthe honour and glory, and isall inall for ever ; while 
I fink a poor worm at his feet—o'erwhelmed at his free 
unmerited grace 2 that pgs me from the gulph 
bencath—reconciled a poor guilty rebel to her God—chan- 
ged the leper's ipots, and made the Ethiope white, Thus, 
the more x x our ſenſe of unworthinels, the more precious 
is Jeſus, our interceeding Advocate with the Father, who 
in his exalted human nature, ever liveth to interceed for us, 
until that day when he ſhall deliver up the kingdom (viz. 
his meditorial office) to God, even the Father, and the glo- 
rious Godhead of EATHER, Son, and Hory Gurosr, 
ſhall be all in all for ever. O the preciouſneſs of ſuch an High 
Prieſt, ſuch a Saviour, ſuch a Cnunſellor, ſuch a King! 
O for more heart-felt union with him more of the power 
of his transforming love! Bleſſed promite, he that hunger- 
eth and thirateth after rigiteous ness, shall be filled. | 

You have heard, I doubt not, of precious Mr. Fletcher's 
death, and how he proclaimed with his lateſt breath—GOD 
IS LOVE! O that we may be filled as he was, with his 
heavenly Maſter's Spirit. There was a witnels of the power 
of grace !—a living and a dying witneſs that Jesus can fave 
to the uttermoſt. Let me exhort my dear friend, to. come 
juſt as you are to the open fountain of his precious blood: 
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and how ſoon may you feel the merit of him you were once 
taught to deſpile, made of God unto you, not only Wis pox 
and RicuTEOVUSNESS, but alſo SANCT1FICATION and 
REDEMPTION. N 

' You ſee how freely I write, as if I had known you ſeven 
years. I hopeyou will follow my example in this, and let 
me know the particulars of your ſpiritual ſtate, that I may 
rejoice yet more in your joy. My love and my dear part- 
ner's attend you. May he that hvueth and was dead, who 1s 
the first and the last—the bright and the morning Star, be 
the portion of your happy ſoul, prays your invariable friend, 
H. A. Ros. 
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LETTER XXVII. 


(To Mrs. Condy.) 
Corx, October 11, 1789. 

My dear Friend and Siſter, 

a I BELIEVE you are well able to anſwer your own 
queſtions. However, as you deſire it, I will freely tell you 
my thoughts on What we call Chriſtian perfection. We do 
not mean hereby, the perfection of God, of angels, of diſ- 
embodied ſpirits, or of Adam while innocent. But we 
mean that perfection of which our natures are capable, through 
the grace of our Lord Jelus Chriſt, the ſecond Adam. We 
are under the law-to Chriſt ; viz. the law of love—the law 
of liberty; or, in other words, the covenant of grace. 
Wholoever lovetk the Lord his God with all his heart, and 
mind, and foul, and ſtrength, and his neighbour as himſelf, | 
fulfilleth this law. The loweſt degree of this ſalvation, is 
to have all contrarieties to this love caſt out of the foul, We 
may be ſaid thus to love him with a pure heart, when proud 
ſelf and great J are ſlain, and we feel only humility. When 
anger, fretiulnels, or impatience are no more; but we even 
feel a meek and quiet ſpirit: hen I will, and I will not, 
is all brought into ſubjection to the wil! of our heavenly Fa- 
ther; and our will is, that ne ſhould reign over us :— 
when he really does regulate and govern our paſſions, affec- 
tions and deſires; inordinate deſires, and inordinate creature 
love, being no more: and laſtly, unbelief (and conſequently 
all tormenting fear, and painful anxiety) is wholly caſt out. 
But, after all this, it remains that we go forward, that we 
grow in grace, till we be not only emptied of fin, but filled 
with all the ſulneſs of God, 9 
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- The moment any foul is juſtified, it is free from the power 
or dominion of outward, and of inward fin; and may hold 
Faſt that bleſſed freedom to the end. But, ſuppoſing a per- 
ſon does this, ſuch a one will feel a mixture of evil propen- 


fities, tempers, affeftions, and deſires ; which defilement is 


ſo rooted in our nature, that none but JEHOVAH JESUS 
can caſt out the strong man armed, and gpoil all his armour 


wherein he trusted. It is true, we may mortify, reſiſt, and 


keep under thoſe evils, but IEsus aLoxE can pluck up 
and deſtroy every plant and root, which his Father planted 
not. We may gradually grow in grace and holineſs, and 
hereby increale in victoriouſly ſubjecting the enemy within: 
but JESUS ALONE can s/ay the MAN OF SIN. 

All ſalvation too, is by faith alone, as the inſtrument, 
If then, we muſt be faved by faith it is in a moment, and 
the present moment, if not our own fault: for, what wait 
we for, who are the children and heirs of God ? and there- 
fore heirs of the promiſes, which are all to us, yea and 
amen in Christ Jesus, If we wait for more worthi- 
neſs—to ſuffer more, todo more, to be more fit ; then we 
are ſeeking to be ſanctified hy theſe things, viz. by works. 
But if — — we can only obtain the bleſſing by grace 
through faith, and this ſalvation is the free gift of God; then 
let us be conſiſtant with ourſelves; let us expect it bY faith 
 —expett it in a moment, and expect it now : which are one 

and the ſame thing, and are inſeparable. To be dying, and 

to be dead indeed unto fin, are two things. Be not you, my 
ſiſter, content with the former: A man may be dying for 
ſome time; fays Mr. Wesley, © yet, properly ſpeaking, he 
does not die till the moment the ſoul is ſeparated from the 
body, and in that inſtant he begins tolive the life of eternity : 
in like manner, a man may be dying unto ſin for ſome time; 
.- Yet, he is not dead indeed unto gin, till fin be ſeparated from 
the foul, and in that inſtant he begins to live the life of pure 
love. O be you dead indeed unto gin, and alive unto God, 
through Jesus Christ your Lord ! | : 
It is the blood of Jeſus alone cleanſeth from all fin :—not 


penal ſuſſerings, not mortifications of any kind, not any 


thing we have, not grace already received, not any thing we 
are, or can be; not death, nor purgatory ; no, not the 
Purgatory of all our doings, and ſufferings, and ſtrivings, 
put together :—no, no! Chriſt is the ee merito- 
rious cauſe of all our ſalvation.— He alone forgiveth ſins, 


and he alone cleanſeth from all ynrighteouineſs. Faith is 


the only condition, and it ſhares in the omnipotence it dares 
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totruſt. All things are now ready, is the goſpel meſſage } 
7 


and Jeſus ſaveth all them unto the uttermoſt, that come 
. unto God by him, 7T wi/l, be thou clean, is his language to 
every ſeeking, leprous foul !—to you, if not already cleanſed; 

Joy in the Holy Ghoſt is a bleſſed fruit of this falvation 2: 
but divine joy is not always rapturous; we may be forrow- 
ful, yet always rejorcing ; and there is ſuffering love, as well 
as exulting love. A perſon ſaved as above, may experience a 
degree of heavineſs, or dulneſs, for a ſeaſon, through bo- 
dily infirmities, cloſe trials, or ſundry temptations ; but ſuch 
a one cannot walk in darkneſs, Likewile, many miſtakes 
are conſiſtant with this ſtate ; I mean, errors in judgment, 
and failures in memory ; yet, the will ſtands firm for God, 
and the intention is always ſingle. Involuntary fins, (as 
ſome call them) or fins of ignorance, (except the ignorance 
be wilful) are not breaches of the law of love: For theſe 
things we have an advocate with the Father, Jeſus Chriſt 
the righteous, who is our propitiation, and waſhes our ho- 
lieſt duties in his own blood: to whom we will ever give 
honour and glory, I am, my dear ſiſter, yours in the bonds 
of pure love, — H. A. Rock Rs. 
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LETTER XXVIII. 


(To Mr. H. of Sheffield.) 
Coax, March 12, 1790. 


1 


Dear Sir, ; 
I have been ſo long ſilent that Lam almoſt aſhamed 
to write at all, I can only fay, I am more fully engaged 
than you can eaſily imagine; and more ſo every day: As to 
farther apologies, I really have not time to make them, and 
muſt rely on your good nature to excule me. It gave me 
real pleaſure to hear of the proſperity of your ſoul. 
I cannot doubt, from the deſcription you give, but the 
Lord hath put you in poſſeſſion of what you ſo long deſired, 
and yo can now love him with all your heart ; or, in other 
words, from moment to moment, with all your preſent 
28 What, with all your ſtrivings, you could not do 

efore, . viz. keep your mind from ſinful wanderings, and 
the riſing of evil tempers ; fix your eye on things above 
ſix your afteftions there; this you now find is > fn by the 
2 of God, through faith. It is not you that now live, 

ut Chriſt liveth in you; and your tempers, will, affeftions, 
paſſions and deſires, move in the will of God; ſweetly at- 
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tracted and governed by divine love. You feel you are help- 
leſs; but Jeſus is almighty, and faith makes all his omnipo- 
tence your own—Y ou are _—_— but ſin, though offered 
with a pleaſing bait, can find no entrance: for, lo! the 
Lord your keeper ſtands omnipotently near, and till our 
WILL give way, we have not ſinned. What ſome call in- 
voluntary ſins, or fins of ignorance, we know would be 
breaches of that perfect law, adapted and ſuitable to the per- 
fect body and perfect ſoul of Adam while innocent: His 
perfect knowledge gave him at one glance to ſee how he 
ought to act in all things; and if he acted contrary to this 
perfect knowledge, he ſinned. But we (even when ſanc- 
tified) are not perfect in knowledge, and therefore an all- 
wiſe and gracious God, hath put us under a Law or CQVE- 
NANT, adapted to our capacity, and which our renewed 
natures are Capable of, even the Law or Love—love to 
| God and every ſoul of man. To keep this law is CHRIS“ 
TIAN PERFECTION. Love is the fulfilling of the law: 
Involuntary fins, therefore, or ſins of ignorance, are not 
fins in the goſpel ſenſe; but, to him that believeth any thing 
to be ſin, (though otherwiſe uneſſential) to him it is fin, 
This you know; and while you keep the law of liberty— 
the law of love, you feel your many weakneſſes and. ſhort- 
comings are all atoned for by the all prevailing, ever- plead- 
ing blood of Jeſus: and in this ſenſeit is, we every moment 
need the merit of his death. | 

I have had a touch of the fever and fore throat, lately ſo 
very prevalent in this city; but, how tenderly hath the 
Lord ſweetened all my pain, by the divine conſolations of 
bis love and conſtant preſence. I think affliction was ne- 
ver ſo {weet before: He continually ſpoke to my heart, 
All that I have is thine ; ſo that every moment I was ſwal- 
lowed up in love and praiſe, My dear partner joins me in 
chriſtian love, and believe me, dear fir, to be your fincere 


friend and ſiſter in Jeſus, H. A. Roctss, - 
| 


LETTER XXIX. 
(To a Friend.) ' 2 
Loxpox, December 5; 1792. 


0 


My dear Siſter, £ ; 
. As our precious Lord has again reſtored me to a 
little ſtrength, I feel renewed deſires to devote it all to him. 
Wiſhing to be of ſome little uſe to the afflicted among his 
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dear ſaints in this city; in the courſe of my viſits, yeſterday 
morning, I called upon Mrs. Facques, (a poor woman, only 
three doors from our Spitalfields“ chapel) and I was thank- 
ful I did ſo. She gave me a pleaſing, affecting account of 
her huſband, who died a month ago. Hoping and praying 
it may prove as great a bleſſing to your — as it has been 
to mine, I here relate the particulars. 

They had been married five years. For two years 
after their marriage, they lived reputably; when it 
leaſed the Lord to afflict Mr. Facques with a pally, fo that 
he was unable to work : and about eighteen months ago he 
had a ſecond ſtroke, which took away the uſe of one fide 
entirely; and. he was then confined to his bed. A blood 
veſſel was ſtrained, or broke, which affected his throat, and 
formed a lump there as big as the head of a child. This af- 
fliction reduced them to deep poverty: but they were aſſiſted 
by kind friends, who alſo viſited and prayed conſtantly with 
them. While in health, Mr. Jacques had frequently heard 
the Methodiſts, and was, enlightened reſpecting the way of 
ſal vation; and during his ſickneſs, he carneſtly ſought the 
Lord; but his evidence was never clear, till a little before 
his death. His wife knew the Lord in her youth, but was 
a backſlider in heart from his love; yet, ſhe earneſtly deſired 
falvation for her dying huſband ; and would often ſay, 
« My dear, how is it with your foul ? Have you confidence 
in God?” &c. He would anſwer, „J am not happy; I 
have no aſſurance.“ She aſked, ** Do not you think he has 
power to ſave you?“ he ſaid, O yes, but I want to know 
he does fave me !” Several friends prayed with him, and for 
him ; yet the cloud remained until the Monday evening be- 
fore he died. As one of our friends went into his room that 
night, he cried out, Lord, fave thy poor helpleſs ſervant 
this night! O viſit me with ſalvation under the prayer of this 
thy ſervant :—Pardon my fins, and heal my guilty ſoul!“ 
The Lord heard ! and (before his friend roſe up from prayer) 
ſo delivered him, that he cried aloud—* Now Iam happy! 
Now I know Jeſus has forgiven me all, and I ſhall be with 
him for ever! Iam happy! I am happy!“ Thus he went 
on for ſome time. To his wife he ſaid, © Truſt the Lord, 
and be reſigned, and ſeek his forgiveneſs with all your heart. 
Are you reſigned d' She ſaid, * I cannot give you up.“ 
* Not reſigned!” faid he, with great concern, . You 
must be reſigned, for I shall be taken from you—l ſhall die 
this night, therefore reſign me quickly!“ After lying com- 
poſed a little, he bid them pray, A perſon preſent did fo ; 
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but he bid them pray again ! They aſked, & Are you not 


happy? he ſaid, O yes, I am; but you have yet need to 
pray The time is very ſhort !” They prayed again; but 
be turned to his wife and ſaid, Do you pray. — She faid, 
Lord help me to pray.“ And ſhe found power earneſtly 
toentreat the Lord to finiſh his work ; and that if any thing 
remained to be done, to ſpeedily make an end of fin. This 
ſatisfied him; and he ſaid, That is 7:zght :—thank thee. 
The Lord is here, and I ſhall ſoon. be happy for ever!“ 
(farther adding) I have much to ſay tothee, and the time 
s very ſhort, —Are you reſigned ?”—She ſaid, & I hope I 

am,” — Well,“ faid he, that is right: then I ſhall ſoon 
go! Truſt God, and he willtake care of thee,” After lying 
a little, with his eyes cloſed, he cried, © Sing—fing—TI am 
juſt going !: They could not ſing for tears a ſeemed diſ- 
pleaſed, and cried, . Will none of you fing ?'”— They could 
not anſwer him, and he faid to his wife What! will not 


ſing ? You ought not to weep, but to ing, when 2 | 
ung 


you 
| ke me going to God!“ And then 
with a loud voice, es 
e 4 Salvation, O the joyful found! 
? * What pleasure to our ears!” &c. 


he gave out, and 


after which he lay compoſed a little; then ſtarted up, and | 


faid, There is the Lord Jeſus ! - Betsy, there is the Lord 


eſus!”* And to another he ſaid, See! there he is !—th& 
ord Jeſus —I am going!“ and immediately droped, as it 


were afleep, into his arms; for he ſpoke no more. 
My ſoul was comforted by the above relation. O what 
is all below compared with a death like this! What are trials, 
which are but for a moment, when the joy which is ſet before 
us is fo exceeding abundant! The poor widow now deſires 
to meet claſs with me; and I bid her come: May ſhe be 
jdined to the Lord in bonds never to be broken. I am, my 
dear friend, yours in our common Lord. | 

| A H. A. Rocks. 
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